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editor’sletter 



THE WIND-UP 

>• GOT AN E-MAIL from my pal Alex, publisher 
of Grid and the baseball fanatic I was sitting 
next to at Citizens Bank Park when the Phillies 
clinched their second straight NL pennant last 
October. The message said, essentially: “Tm so 
busy, I don’t even know when opening day is." 
Baseball season (the Phils open their schedule in 
Washington against the Nationals April 5) snuck 
up on me, too. I’m generally one of those nutbag 
fans who geeks out poring over organizational 
depth charts all winter. And yet this season, I've 
been pleasantly oblivious to what's happening 
down in Clearwater. It probably has something 
to do with the two straight World Series appear- 
ances. Because you don't tend to lie awake nights 
fretting over whether your team is good enough 
to become a dynasty the way you do when your 
team hasn’t won anything in years. But I think 
this malaise stems mostly from the fact that not 
a goddamned thing is happening — at least noth- 
ing particularly interesting is happening — at the 
Carpenter Complex this year. 

This is not a bad thing. Sure, Roy Halladay’s now 
in camp, but he’s a stone-faced straight shooter 
(read: boring). Placido Polanco’s new, but he’s also 
old (and he's always been boring, too). With every 
job in camp, save for last man in the rotation and 
last men in the bullpen, having been decided in 
January, Phillies camp has been a snooze — in a 
way that Yankees fans of the late '90s can probably 
appreciate. Playoff-tested professionals quietly 
going about their business in preparation for a 
seven-month battle of attrition doesn’t make for 
great headlines, but for fans who’d endured the 
early-year foibles of Darren Daulton and Lenny 



Dykstra (the drunk car crash in 
1991) and Robert Person (who 
was hog-tied in the back of a 
police car in 2001) and Brett 
Myers (a veritable stupid mag- 
net), this calm, cool, collected 
camp is a welcome respite. 

For those wishing for a more 
eventful spring, consider the 
Mariners camp, where last 
year’s Phils ace Clifton Lee has 
been: suspended for the season’s 
first five games after throwing 
at someone in a meaningless 
spring game; sidelined with an 
abdominal strain; and waylaid 
by minor foot surgery. (Is Cliff 
acting out? Did Ruben know 
something we didn’t?) And 
there’s always the Mets, who, 
two weeks before opening day, 
have more roster spots up in 
the air than decided and a star 
shortstop sidelined with a freak- 
ing thyroid condition. 

So what we’re left with is this: 
schadenfreude. Which is, like 
looking through a one-way mir- 
ror, really hard to get used to. 
Especially here in Philly. 

(bhoward@citypapee net) 

•At the beginning of each baseball 
season. The Clog runs its Predictatron 
contest and incites CP readers to weigh 

nine's gonna finish the season. The 
winner gets bragging rights forever. 
Play at citypaper.net /clog category: 
The Phightins. 
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[4] City Council passed abill lastweekkeeping 
1 future politicians from abusing the city's 
Deferred Retirement Option Plan, but it 
doesntapptytoanycurrentelectedofficiais. 
"Sounds fair," says Councilman Skeleton 

f 0] Another flash mob hits South Street on 
Saturday night, prompting city officials to 
consider curfews foryoung people. “It’s an 
idea I picked up from a little movie called 
Footloose," says councilman Jim Kenney. 
T m halfway through. So far, it’s great! " 

f 0 1 A federal court in Philly gears up for the 
crawls and media expected to follow Oprah 
Winfrey's defamation suit City officials con- 
sider a curfew for middle-aged women. 

[ + 1 ] Fox 29’s John Bolaris complains that an 
1 imposter on Facebook is messaging his 
friends and professional contacts. Mean- 
while, in his secret hideout deep below 
Independence Hall, Larry Mendte's smirk 
becomes achuckle.then maniacal laughter. 
"Good luck saving Farmville now, pretty 
boy!” he bellows. “For the Prankster has 
decided to make a sport of your life. ” 

f + " 1 1 A federal appeals court rules in favor of 
J Philadelphia Newspapers Inc., which owns 
the Inquirerand Dally Ne tvs, saying it can 
prevent its lenders from using theirdebts 
to buy the company. “Oh thank Christ” say 
the lenders. 



[Q1 TheJamesBeardFbundationrevealstelinal- 
istsforthe Beard Awards.Theyall happen to 
be playing Danger Danger all this week. 



[ + 2 ] President Obama bestows Canadian Prime 
Minister Stephen HarperwthacaseofYlreng- 
ling. Says Harper “Still in a recession, eh?" 

[+3] PhillyCarShare announces anew, cheaper 
J plan for infrequent drivers. It'S called the bus. 

[ + 5] City Hall announces a new strategy helping 
J neighborhoods that are not blighted, but 
“needalittie help, "naming Fishtown, Fair- 
mount and East Mount Airy among them. 
Fishtown immediately celebrates Its “not 
blighted” status. A bag of America's Choice 
pretzels is passed around. 



[-■J ] AramarkasksPhiladelphlanstovoteontheir 
favoritesignaturehotdog.Asexpected.the 
winner was “My Dick.” 

This week's total: 7 1 Last week's total: 7 




A ILLIO STORIES 



II 



A ttention Philadelphians: Do you love your city? Do you have a 
passion for creative writing, and perhaps a gift for wordplay? 
Would you like to win such fabulous prizes as “one tulip and 
Daisy fruit arrangement courtesy of FruitFlowers"or“four vouch- 
ers courtesy of The Bourse Food Court & Specialty Shops"? 

Well, citizen, Mayor Michael Nutter would like to hear from 
you. On March 16, hizzoner's office put out the word to local media 
types that, as part of “Philly in Bloom," a “celebration of the 
upcoming spring season," the city will be hosting an essay contest, 
and he wants you — yes, you — to join in the fun! Just head over 
to phila.gov/phillyinbloom and tell Nutter et. aL why you love 
Philadelphia soooooo much (you get extra points for mentioning 
Ns goatee or telling him how ace the Streets Department was 
with snow removal this winter). 

On each workday between March 10 and May 31 — a little behind 
the press release eight ball, are we? — someone in the Office of the 
City Representative ( basically, the Department of Commerce’s 
PR squad) will select a winner, who will then receive one of the afore- 
mentioned prizes. 

The city is also offering a bunch of discounts to area busi- 
nesses through the site, which is great and all and you should 
check it out, but really, we just wanted to know what you miscreants 
had to say on the subject of your Philly love. And you didn’t disap- 



point ... too much. 

Truth be told, judging by the first set of winners, the victory 
bar seems to be set pretty low. For instance, on March 17, Molly 
O 'Shea nabbed two passes to the N ational Constitution Center 
for this little prosaic kernel: “I love Philadelphia because it has 

everything you could want in a big city in a neighborhood 



Did you know 
that Mayor 
Nutter is a 
convicted 
war criminal? 



atmosphere!’ 

Are you writing yet? 



Speaking of Mayor N utter, 
did you know that he is a war 
criminal, just like Slobodan 

Milosevic, orDlckCheney?Well,heis — convicted, in fact, by 
a Dec. 13, 2008, tribunal. Or, so says the flier we were handed 
on the subway by reps from our favorite West Philly black 
power group, the International People's Democratic Uhuru 
Movement (InPDUM). 

According to InPDUM, by authoring a city budget that included 
$1.1 billion for police and jails, Nutter committed “crimes of 
genocide against African people!" Also of note:Nutter, 



is angry, but lazy 



M 



A STORIES 



Police Chief Charles Ramsey and District 
Attorney Seth Williams are all "powerless 
puppets for white power," but you prob- 
ably knew that already. 

In December 2008, an InPDUM member was removed from a 
town hall meeting after trying to serve Nutter with a notice of 
the tribunal's findings, which demanded the “jailing of killer 
cops and reparations to police murder victims.” 

In March 2009, InPDUM’s flier asserts — they didn't call us back 
by press time — its members were “brutally attacked" by the 
cops during a City Council meeting, during which they were hold- 
ing up signs protesting Nutter's proposed budget/genocide. 
In the video InPDUM put up on YouTube, the Uhuru members 
were asked to remove their signs, they refused, and then some 
pushing ensued. Nothing too major, but enough for two members, 
□lop Olugbala and Shabaka Mnombatha — whom InPDUM 
calls the “City Hall 2" — to be arrested and charged with aggra- 
vated assault on a police officer and disorderly conduct. On Jan. 
26, Mnombatha was convicted of disorderly conduct and resisting 
arrest and sentenced to three months probation. (Olugbala's 
scheduled Feb. 10 trial has apparently been postponed.) 

Mnombatha is appealing — “the court’s ruling reaffirmed what 
African people have been experiencing for 500 years: there is no 




justice for AfMcan people in the U.S. colonial courts," the flier 
reads — and if you are just as outraged as they are about this trav- 
esty of j ustice, InPDUM would like to invite you to its “PEOPLE’S 
Town hall Meeting." Wed., March 31, at the Independent Media 
Center (4134 Lancaster Ave. ). Or, if you're ang ry and I azy , just 
send them money: $35 for a one-year membership. 

Make checks payable to InPDUM. 

THIS WEEK IN GAY 

Here’s a shocker: Separate Is not equal - it wasn’t when Plessy 
v. Ferguson said racial segregation was A-OK back in 1897, and isn’t 
today over in New Jersey, where gay couples are denied the right 
to marry. 

But don’t blame the New Jersey Supreme Court for the cocka- 
mamle compromise of civil unions — blame the good ’ol state 
legislature. Back in 2006, the court ruled in favor of the gays 
in Lewis u Harris — a case brought forth by Lambda Legal, a 
national gay rights legal group — and declared it unconstitutional 
to provide same-sex couples with fewer rights than breeders. 
But rather than open the gates to gay marriage and all the filthy 
anal sex that goes along with it, the court put the ball back in the 
legislature’s court, and tire Domestic Partnership Act was born. 

Of course, a rose by another name is not as sweet. The Ch/* 
Union Review Commission, appointed by lawmakers in 2007, 
collected testimony from more than 150 couples, families, law- 
yers and medical experts on the consequences of Jersey’s civil 
unions. Across the board, it was determined that they suck ass 
(and not in a sexy way): “Marriage" is a powerful word, and 
without it, gay couples face backlash from everyone from health 
care providers to employers to their kids’ teachers. Additionally, 
many folks don’t even know what a civil union is, forcing people 
like Gina Pastino — who testified before the Commission — to 
have to explain it to a doctor as her lesbian partner faced a life- 
threatening illness in another room. 

“It’s an invitation to discriminate,” says Hayley Gorenberg. 
deputy legal director for Lambda Legal. “It forces you to reveal your 
sexual orientation constantly — on the job and in health care 
applications and in hospitals.” 

At the end of 2008, the Commission unanimously recommend - 
ed that “the legislature and the governor amend the law to allow 
same-sex couples to marry” and that “the law be enacted 
expeditiously, because any delay in marriage equality will harm 
all the people of New Jersey." 

This January, however, the New Jersey Senate voted down a 
gay marriage bill, 20-14. Lambda Legal is marching on, anyway. 

Last week, it filed a motion with the state Supreme Court on 
behalf of its plaintiffs in ’06, asking that the court itself legalize 
gay marriage. Lest you think that’s a nifty, unprecedented idea, 
be apprised that Iowa and Connecticut’s courts have done it 
already, and New Jersey's very well might do so as well. 

Meanwhile, here in Pennsylvania, the crotchety Senate 
Judiciary Committee voted last week against a constitutional 
amendment that would have banned same-sex marriage, even 
though it’s already banned by state law. Which — though it’s 
something — still puts us, like, lO years behind the Jerz. 

How awkward is that? 

♦ This iveek '.s report by Jeffrey C. Bill man, Holly Otterbein and Eric fcttersson. 
E-mail us at amiUionstoriet&citypapennet. 




By Isaiah Thompson 



LAST WEDNESDAY, 65-YEAR-OLD Suong 
Nguyen appeared before the School Reform 
Commission to plead that the School District of 
Philadelphia clearthe name of her grandson, Hao 
Luu — you mightknow him from lastweek's cover 
story as “Guy," the student implicated by District 
officials as a possible provocateur of the Dec. 3 
attacks on more than 20 Aslan students at South 
Philadelphia High School, even though, he says, 
he was himself the victim of a racially motivated 
attack the day before (see “The Fall Guy," March 
1 8). After his grandmother reported the attack, 
you'll recall, the school suspended Hao. tried to 
transfer him out and told his family they believed 
him to be a gang m em ber. 

Hours after Nguyen's testimony, Hao 'sfull story 
appeared on City Paper's Web site, and by the 
next morning had been picked up by the city's 
daily newspapers.The District itseems.can move 
fast when it wants to. Within 24 hours, the District 
informed The Philadelphia Inquirer — though not 
Hao, his grandmother or their attorney — that 
they'd place a note in his file confirming that he 
was notin a gang after all. And with that the District 
relinquished one thread of its version of the Dec. 
3 attacks. But what about the whole flimsy web? 
Why was Hao Luu suspended without being inter- 
viewed? Why did officials try to transfer him to an 
alternative school? Why did they say he was in a 
gang In the first placdl 

More importantly, why didn't the District's 
$100,000 report onthe incident address the more 
than 20 incidents of anti- Asian violence since 
2008 cited by Asian community advocates? And 
why, asCP has learned, did officials fail to attend 
agreed-upon meetingsto discuss these concerns 
months before the Dec. 3 attacks? 

Chinatown Development Corp. community 
organizer Xu Lin says that SPHS principal LaGreta 
Brown and Regional Superintendent Michael 
Silverman agreed last Augustto monthly meet- 
ings with Asian advocates — but the meetings 
never happened. Brown, hesays, was 40 minutes 
late to the first meeting in September; when Lin 
tried to reschedule, his phone calls to the school 
went unreturned. Silverman, he says, promised to 
contact Brown, but Lin never got any answers. 

Neither, for that matter, has City Paper. The 
District says it won't com ment until it responds 
to the SRC’s questions about Hao's case. 

The District moves fast — when it wants to. 

t Isaiah thorn pson always mo ws quickly, when he 
wants to. E -mail him at isaiah. thompson@citypaper.net. 
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! FEAR AND LOATHING 

» l N THE HOURS before the inelegant stagecraft that was Sunday’s 

| House of Representatives health-care reform debate, Republican 
„ Minority Leader John Boehner reportedly exhorted his caucus to 
“ “act like grownups” if the Democrats’ reform package ultimately 
g succeeded. It is a sad commentary on the state of politics that such 
— an exhortation was necessary; it is a sadder commentary that it 
« went unheeded. 

j For much of the yearlong health-care debate. House Republicans 

5 had acted like any tiling but: There was, of course. Rep. Joe Wilson's 
infamous “You lief’ during President Obama’s address to Congress 
last year. There were the GOP top-shelfers who catered to unhinged 
Tfea Party protesters by spoutingout-and-out lies (“death panels”) 
and bombast designed to convince them that reform somehow 
meant the end of civilization as they knew it. 

In the run-up to the vote, things had gotten worse: Rep. Devin 
N unes (R-Cali£ ) went on C-SPAN to defend the teabaggers who had 
chanted “nigger” to black members of Congress, and who had called 
U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass. ) a “faggot." “When you use totali- 
tarian tactics, people begin to act crazy,” he said. On the House floor, 
U.S. Rep Paul Broun (R-Ga.) compared health-care reform to the 
“Great War of Yankee Aggression." Republican National Committee 
Chairman Michael Steele labeled the effort a“h ijackingof our 
freedom and democracy so [Democrats] can impose their socialist 
‘utopia.’” ( Later, Steele would say that the bill’s passage — approved 



by 219 duly elected representatives and signed by a president who 
earned 53 percent of the popular vote — marked “the end of repre- 
sentative democracy") 

But Boehner, the self-appointed grownup, seems to have wanted 
the drama all to himself And so, he took to the podium and ranted 
like a petulant child, about process, about anger, about how democ- 
racy itself was somehow thwarted: “Shame on each and every one 
of you who substitutes your desires and your will above the will of 
your country men," as if all governance should be based on the lat- 
est Rasmussen poll. But even then, he couldn’t keep his minions in 
line: As U.S. Rep. Bart Stupak (D-Mich.) — the same guy who held 
the Democratic caucus hostage to his anti-choice demands — s poke 
Sunday night, U.S. Rep. Randy Neugebauer (R-Texas ) screamed at 
him: “Baby kill er!” 

Surreal, huh? 

The problem with overheat- 
ed rhetoric is that it always 
fails to live up to tire expecta- 
tions itcreates, and so it will 
here. Let’s remember what 
this law actually does: It broadens the risk pool by requiring every- 
one to buy insurance (or pay a fine); it bans insurers from discrimi- 
nating based on pre-existing conditions or cutting off your benefits 
when you get sick; it subsidizes coverage for those in the lower and 
middle class; it forces large employers to offer coverage and permits 
smaller employers to buy lower-cost plans in state-administered 
insurance exchanges; it closes the so-called doughnut hole in the 
Medicare prescription drug benefit; it pays for all of the above pri- 
marily with taxes on the wealthy and fees levied against big insurers. 
That’s it. No killing grandma. No governmentcredit card for 
Planned Parenthood. None of that nonsense In the end, none of 
the dire predictions the right wing has made will come to pass. 



Overheated 
rhetoric fails 
to live up to 
expectations. 



Many Americans, including those who 
took to the streets to protest the supposed 
communist usurpation of the American 
dream, will hardly notice the changes 
around them, because they already have 
access to health care, and their lives won’t 
change all that much 
The threat will subside. And when it does, 
the fears of the outraged thousands who 
stood on the National Mall last weekend, 
decrying “Obamacare,” waving Gadsden 
flags and shouting — among the assorted 
epithets — for lawmakers to “kill the bill,” 
will evaporate into the ether. 

It’s happened before: In 1961, Ronald 
Reagan, the patron saint of the modern 
GOP, famously warned that passing 
Medicare would mean “you and I are 
goingto spend our sunset years telling 
our children and our children^ children 
what it once was like in America when 
men were free.”Nearly ahalf-centuiy later, 
Republicans lined up to oppose health-care 
reform , decrying the fact that it cuts $500 
billion from Medica r e, albeit in overpay- 
ments toinsurance companies 
Think about that. 

( jeffrey.billman@citypaper.net ) 
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smartypants 

David Paris explains politics 



ONE-STATE SOLUTION 

► THE RECENT KERFUFFLE over the announcement of new settle- 
ment construction in East Jerusalem, made while Vice President 
Joe Biden was in Israel to jump-start peace talks, highlighted 
tensions between the Obama administration and the Netanyahu 
government in Israel, but unfortunately obscured a much more 
serious problem: the growing infeasibility of the two-state solu- 
tion to the conflict between Israel and Palestine. 

The Americans mustered an unusually protracted period of mock 
outrage, punctuated by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s wound- 
ed claim that the announcement was “an insult to the United 
States.” But, of course, Monday saw a return to Clinton’s “rock solid, 
unwavering, enduring and forever” commitment to Israeli security 
that is perhaps thesurest sign of an upcoming US. election. 

The bottom line is that the Israeli government’s determination to 
build new settlements in explicit defiance ofU.S. demands means 
that prospects for peace are incredibly dim. The relative absence of 
violence since Israel's Gaza invasion in 2007 (achieved at the cost of 
an inhuman siege of the Strip) has taken the conflict off front pages, 
while the widely known ideology of the right-wing Netanyahu coali- 
tion basically snuffs out any talk of peace before it can begin. 

Relations between the Obama administration and the Netanyahu 
government have been colder than a Kiev winter from (he get-go, as 
both rightly anticipated substantial policy differences over the reso- 



lution of the conflict. The trouble with this discourse is that it doesn’t 
really get to the heart of the matter. While legally problematic, most 
of the settlement blocs are likely to be incorporated into Israel as 
part of any two-state solution. It is difficult to envision a nonmflitaiy 
government in Israel with the capability to undertake a total evacu- 
ation of the nearly 300,000 settlers in the West Bank (excluding 
Jerusalem). The American diplomatic focus on settlements there- 
fore enables a mind-nu mbinglv predictable hack-and-forth that pre- 
vents more creative discussions: The Israelis expand their existi n g 
settlements, the Americans complain for a few days, and the process 
begins anew. Ultimately, the conflict won't be resolved by halting the 
construction of settlements, but by a concerted effort to compromise 
on core issues like holy sites and the status of East Jerusalem. 

Repeated effortstosdlvethese dif- 
ferences have failed, and now, the two 
sides can’t even talk about talking 
about talking. 

The q uestion, then, is whether the 
two-state solution is still tire shortest 
path to alasting peace. There are real concerns about whether the 
unequal power relations between these two peoples will ever allow for 
a j ust division of territory and resources. And the longer Palesti n ia n 
statehood continues to be an abstraction rather than a reality, the 
more plausible the “one-state solution," as it’s known, begins to seem. 

In the one-state solution, rather than arranging for a partition of 
Israel and the occupied territories into two countries, both entities 
would be integrated into one bi-national state, reserved for neither 
people as an ethnicexdusivity. 

Instead of endless negotiations about how to separate this tiny 
slice of territory, the parties would discuss how best to share it 
Instead of demanding a state that would be of questionable viability 
and dubious sovereignty, Palestinians would launch a campaign 



Peace 
prospects 
are dim. 



for full equality between all people living 
in Israel- Palestine A reimagining of the 
parameters for peace is especially impera- 
tive because the plight of the Palestinian 
people has long been untenable. Whatever 
the actions of the terrorist minority, they do 
not justify collectively punishing millions of 
people and denying them the two hoods of 
modernity: statehood and livelihood. 

Critics might argue that the one-state 
solution is even more unrealistic than the 
two-state solution. The campaign for a two- 
state solution, after all, has brought the 
region tantalizingly close to real peace, but 
at a great cost in lives, treasure and dashed 
expectations. And a one-state solution has 
very little support inside of Israel. 

Whatever the merits of either approach, 
there is no j ustification for the continued 
siege of Gaza, and the imposition of horrific 
material conditions on the Palestinians. 

And if the Israelis can’t be persuaded 
to take even the basic steps necessary to 
move toward two states, the United States 
should begin discussing alternatives. 

E-mail him at david.faris@gmaU.com. 
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“A phenomenally 
talented drummer... 
the sort that never lets 
his very prodigious 
chops get in the way 
of the music.” 



foPCMS 



PHILADELPHIA CHAMBER MUSIC £( 



I Jeff Parker, guitar; Myron Wadr-n alio saxophone; 



* 



/ TICKETS ONLY $23 

■ 21 5-569-8080 // PCMSCONCERTS.ORG 




Online only 

Greyhound.com 

PeterPanBus.com 




From Philly to NYC. 
Connected. 




r — 



c 2010 Greyhound Lines, Inc., and Peter Pan Bus Lines. Between Philadelphia and New York City. 
As low as S12 each way. Round trip purchase not required. Some restrictions and limitations apply. 
See greyhound.com or peterpanbus.com for details. New buses limited by schedule and availability. 





MORE BANG! k ft A CCV?C 

less BucK,aDArrT 9 

50-85% OFF, EVERYDAY. ^»HIGH FASHION. LOW PRICES. 



TELL US YOUR DAFFY’S BANG ON TWITTER. ONE WINNER EVERYDAY GETS A $50 
DAFFY’S GIFT CARD. JUST TWEET THIS: “MY 8DAFFYSBANG IS [YOUR BANG] FOR 
[YOUR BUCK].” GO TO DAFFYS.COM FOR DETAILS. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 



VOUfi BANG IS THE MERCHANDISE YOU BOUGHT OR SAW AT DAFFY'S. YOUR BUCK IS THE DAFFY’S DISCOUNTED PRICE. 
MUST ENTER BY 11:59 P.M. EOT ON S/3/2010. MUST BE AGE 13 OR OLDER AND A RESIDENT OF NY. NJ PA OR CT. SEE 
OAFFYS.COM FOR COMPLETE RULES. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. PRODUCT VARIES BY STORE. 
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loose inon 

By Bruce Schimmel 



This is not 
your typical 
sin tax. 



f TAX THE SUGAR PUSHERS 

~ RIGHT BEFORE CITY COUNCIL'S recent marathon sees ion era 

5 taxing sugary beverages —the Coke Tax — I was at the dentist, 

” being examined for the rot that sugar hath wrought. 

- Between pokes, I asked my dentist if there’s anything much 
S worse for your mouth than a Coke. “N o,” he said. “Should soft 
~ drinks be taxed?”Iasked?“Sure. Because they're not food.” 

•S That’s putting it nicety- Sugary drinks are like poison. They 

i make people obese, set up heart attack and stroke, make kids 
s wacky and are probably addictive. 

Chicago already has a soft drink tax, and it's being considered 
widely as a revenue- raiser. Ph illy hopes to raise $77 million yearly, 
of which some $20 million will be used to put real food — fresh 
fruit and vegetables — into corner stores. 

What’ s ironic about taxing sugary drinks is that the federal gov- 
ernment actually underwrites the stuff they’re sweetened with: 
high-fructose corn syrup. So we pay once to produce this crap, and 
pay again when people get side. In effect, then, the city’s tax would 
be recovering federal dollars wasted upstream. 

From corn syrup to Coke to coronaries, the best way to disable 
this horrific system is not tohurt 
the victims, but to punish the 
perpetrators. To take away the 
pushers' profit. 

And that’s what makes Philty s 
tax unique. This is not your typi- 
cal sin tax. where consumers pay a fee at checkout. Instead Nutter 
will tax the sellers of sugary drinks. Retailers will be charged 2 
cents an ounce, based on how much they buy from suppliers. A 20- 
ounce Coke will cost retailers 40 cents more. 

With the dealer being taxed, it's the dealer’s choice They could 
raise everything in the store, raise only the price of sugary drinks, 
or do something in between. And while it’s conceivable that some 
merchants won’t charge their customers more for sugary soda, 
one thing is certain: The city will still recover the cost of this harm, 
ounce by ounce. Whatever the retailer chooses, the taxpayer wins. 
| As for the sugar drinkers themselves, they’re free to choose a 

d store where corn syrup Coke is cheaper, or switch to Diet Coke, 

$ which won’t be taxed. They could even buy a diet soda and add 
> sugar themselves. Says so in the law. 

0 Curiously, those most upset about N utter’s tax are the bottlers, 

Z who won 1 be taxed at all. In Council, Pepsi and Coke bottlers 

S packed the chamber with truckers clamoring to keep their jobs. 

The local Coke franchise is said to be among the country's most 
S profitable. President Fran McGorry told me that this “unprec- 
■* edented tax” would hurt sales in general and cost jobs. 

" But that's only if retailers do not offer someone looking for a com 

? syrup Coke the chance to buy a Diet Coke for less Makes no sense. 
“ It’s in the retailer's self-interest to encourage consumers to buy 

- stuff they make more money on, not on heavily taxed drinks 

“ What I suspect is that bottlers make less if they don't sell sub- 
J sidized corn syrup. And the beauty of Philty's “unprecedented 
t tax” on merchants is that the bottling heavyweights can do little, 

“ except to scare workers into raising a ruckus in CounciL 

1 Sadly, some in Council seem swayed by the bottlers’ brouhaha. 

;j In particular, Darrell Clarke and Maria Quinones-Sanchez need 
< to put down their sugary soda, wait for the high-fructose buzz to 

i subside, and think this through clearly. Because this is a good tax. 

(bruce@schimmel. com) 




feedback 

From our readers 



Is the treatment of Asian students atSouth Philly High contemptible? 
Yfes Has the responsefromadministrators been equivalentto crimi- 
nal neglect? Certainly, but Thompson's indictment of both through 
the quote [about school violence being] "everyone's problem" 
seems misguided (‘The Fall Guy." Cover Story. March 1 8). Because 
media coverage, even from the alternative weeklies, has been as 
shortsighted as early statements that this problem is a "cultural 
thing."The cover page of Philadelphia Weeklysemal months ago 
depicted a cartoon of an Asian student in the foreground and six 
or eight 20- to 30-something thugs, clearly of African- American 
decent Theartide clarified that those thugs represented the African- 
American students who were instigating the majority of the violence, 
a representation that does more to reinforce the criminalization of 
young African-American males than itdoes to blow the lid off a 
crisis that has been ignored for several years. 

But guess what, Isaiah: This is everyone’s problem. We live in a 
society where power is privilege. We live in a society where poor 
minorities are given limited access to power, power which garners 

in economic or political power, the urban youth reaches to the one 



□ 



source of power he can harness (and not coincidentally, the power 
with the smallest sphere of influence): physical might There are 
two sets of 
andverbi 

understand that the limited range of their power is threatened and 



must be reasserted at every opportunity. 

Elizabeth Sunflower 
GERMANTOWN 



CONSTITUTIONAL SCHOLAR? 

In your recent article on Arlen Specter f Reinventing Arlen,” Cover 
Story. March 1 1 )jou infer thatSpecter is a Constitution^ scholar 




goes back to his old voting pattern. 

Kenneth Velth 
SOUTH PHILADELPHIA 



+ Send all letters to Feedback, City Paper, 123 Chestnut St., 3rd Floor, 

Phla. PA 1 91 OB; lax us at 2 15 599 0634; ore-ma! edltorial&cltypaper net. 
Submissions may be edited lor chrty and sc ace and must Include an address 
and daytime phone number. 





PHILADELPHIA 
MUSEUM OF ART 




ThePhiladelphiaOrchestra 

Beyond the Score: Rite or Wrong? 

Thursday, April 8 7:00 PM 
Charles Dutoit Conductor 
Gerard McBurney Host 
Stravinsky The Rite of Spring 

Stravinsky's The Rile of Spring sent audiences into frenzied riots at its 1913 Paris premiere 
with its new sonorities and the bold choreography of human sacrifice. Since then, it has 
gained wide recognition as one of the most influential works in musical history and is among 
the most popular in the orchestral repertoire. Charles Dutoit and Gerard McBurney transport 
us back in time to discover what inspired Stravinsky and unearth what characteristics drove 
those cultured Parisians to bloody fistfights in reaction. 



Tickets On Sale Now! 

Exclusive Offer— $10 Orchestra Side and Orchestra Tier Tickets! 

Log in at www.philorch.org/login and enter promo code CITYPAPER 
or call 215.893,1999 and mention this offer. 




philamuseum.org 




NBC 10 WCAU. PhiGdelphi. 
i (GPTMC), The Philadelphia I 




i 





No Vi 



Bar-Ristorante 



HAPPY HOUR MONDAY - FRIDAY 5-7PM 

• • ALL YOU CAN DRINK SI 0 WELL DRINKS . DRAFT BEER 

• • FOOD SPECIALS RUN ALL NIGHT LONG! 



' MONDAY & TUESDAY 

10 oz. BURGERS & FRIES 
... $5 



WEDNESDAY 
CHEESESTEAK & FRIES 
... $5 

ALL YOU CAN EAT MUSSELS AND PASTA 
... $14.95 



THURSDAY 

WING NIGHT ... 35CENT WINGS 
ALL U CAN EAT PRIME RIB & SALAD 

FRIDAY 

JAZZ NIGHT ... LIVE JAZZ 6:30-11pm 
BUY ONE PIZZA, GET ONE FREE 

SATURDAY 

LIVE COVER BAND ... MUSIC 5PM-12AM 
Vi BAR MENU 

THIS WEEKS BAND. ..THE OFFENDERS 

SUNDAY 

BUY ONE ENTREE, GET ONE ENTREE ... 
FREE 



COMING SOON... 

SUNDAY BRUNCH WITH ALL YOU CAN DRINK MIMOSAS! 
2001 HAMILTON ST. PHILADELPHIA, PA 19130 

215 . 563.6363 





CARRIE COLLINS . 






CARRIE 

COLLINS 

Dresses herself and 
Jeff “Brown" Cuellar 

4 

g>g 

Owner, Fabric Horse 

inspirations 

Sustainability cats , tight pants on boys 
thick glasses . Alexander M cOueen . Army 
surplus . Junk yards . J omar. Wildwood, 
S.N.Goenka 

aesthetic 

I like my function to nave a fashion 

current project 

Moving my store out of the Piazza 
| Editors note. For more on the move, 
read Shopping Spree on p. 45] 

go-to shops 

R.ELoad, TLA Video, Decades Vintage. 
Veiy Bad Horse, Oma Vintage, Bicycle 
Revolutions, Topsbtcn , the Store at Space 
1 026, Firehouse Bikes , Wooden Shoe Books, 
Jinxed, Free News Projects (freenews- 
projects.com), Philadelphia Aids Thrift. 
Retrospect. Print Liberation and Warsaw 

haunts 

The Crawl Space, Padlock Gallery, Copy 
Gallery, Essene.B2, Soy Cafe. Holiday 
Skating Center, Tattooed Mom s. Honey's, 
Cape May 

secret passion 

Ted Passion 

key piece 

The U-Lock Holster 

past life 

Manager at RE .Load Bags, co-founder of 
Black Boor Gallery, student of life 

soundtrack 

Dave End, The Dirty Projectors , De La Soul , 
Langhorne Slim , CSS , Tender Forever, the 
new Sw eatheart record, C at Stevens 

forecast 

All seven chakras successfully balanced 



X For a slideshow o( alternate shots and a photo 
shoot recap 0/ CPmtenVphoto assistant Sam 
Kaplan, vistct/papei.net/crUcatmass 
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DONJA 
LOVE + 
KIESHAK. 

Style themselves — 
and each other 



gig 

DL: Co-founder The Lyrical Playground (non- 
profit after-school poetry program for chil- 
dren); independent stylist KK: Independent 
stylist (LaKiesha Kearney on Facebook) 

Inspirations 

DL: The ' 60 s . hip-hop guerrilla w arfare 

aesthetic 

DL: Pretty in PinKs Duckie meets a Black 
Panther KK: Old Hollywood glamour with a 
modem twist 

current project 

DL: Director/piaywnght of stage play 
The Nlgga Files 

go-to shops 

KK: Thriftstores.AmericanApparel. 

Urban Outfitters 

haunts 

DL: My bedroom . my mind, The Lyncal 
Playground KK: Naked Chocolate Cate 

secret passion 

DL: Singing KK: Poeby 

key piece 

DL: Hats hats, fiats' KK: A good shoe goes 
a long way 

past life 

DL: A rock sitting next to God's foot 
KK: Burlesque dancer 

soundtrack 

DL: "Viva la Vida’ by Coidplay KK: Janeiie 
Monie, “Violet Stars Happy Hunting" 

never have i ever 

DL: Worn aWonderbra 
KK: Worn white shoes 

forecast 

DL: Gothic dark plaid, My So-Called 
Ute-style KK: Things are going to be more 
simple. Less is definitely more 
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4G IS HERE. 

THE FASTEST INTERNET ON-THE-CO 







THE COMPANY THAT BROUGHT YOU THE FAST HOME NOW BRINGS YOU FAST ON-THE-GO. 

High-Speed 2go™ is the fastest 4G wireless network across your metro area. Get all the Internet you 
can handle with our new Fast Pack™. It includes super fast XFINITY Internet at home and our new 
High-Speed 2go 4G service when you’re away, all for a great price. 



1-800-XFINITY | comcast.com/highspeed2go 



(Comcast 



s. Restrictions apply. Actual coverage ar 



ot guaranteed. Call for details. Comcast O 2010. All rights reserved. 








LINDA 
SMYTH 
+ TINA 
NGUYEN 

Dress sisters Kimia and Manna 



gig 

LS: Owner of Topstitch; stylist and designer of 
Fleamers and Rabldfox Jewelry TN: Manager/ 
stylist/designer at Topstitch; boudque/wait- 
ress extraordinaire at The Latest Dish 

inspirations 

LS: Matenals. patterns, textures and colors 
My current themes are nautical nouveau and 
the ethnic overtones with an edgy disposition 

aesthetic 

LS: Warrior princess meets urban gypsy 
TN: Turkish reupnolstered genie safanfrom 
outer space 

current project 

LS: The Topstitch takeover topsbtchbou- 
tique.com (launching in June) 

haunts 

LS: TheBarbaryJohnnyBrenda's Silk City 
Kung Fu Necktie 

secret passion(s) 

LS: P hotography and yoga 

key piece 

LS: My nngs . especially my Rabldfox bunny 
love ring and eamngs — I feel naked without 



past life 

LS: I think l must have beenashoem aker l 
have an innate love/obsession with shoes 

soundtrack 

LS: The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou 
TN: H ercuies and Love Affair 

never have i ever 

LS: Worn a pair of U GGs (ugglies) 

forecast 

LS: Cut-out snoulders . gunmetal and rose 
gold hardware printed Leggs, statement 
Jewelry pieces and under-the-sea themes . 
especially octopi and sea horses 
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PUT DOWN THE 
PENCIL «. P«CK UP 
THE FORK _ 



714 GRAPE ! 



MEMPHIS 

FLATS 




NEW DECADE 
NEW PRICING 

SAME QUALITY 



2CJ% [JFF! ! 

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE j 

3D YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE AT 3.G7% APR l 



UNIT BEDROOMS BATHS SIZE ORIGINAL PRICE NOW'! 



30B LOFT 1 

207 LOFT 1 

311 B X X 

3X8 X 2 

304 2 1 

310 2 W/OEN 2 



7fiB 0334.581 

382 $371,709 

1.072 6403.B44 

1.101 $414,209 

1 IBB £424,894 

1-541 $467,394 



$257,565 

$297,415 

$322,915 

$331,415 

$ 339,915 

$373,915 



MEMPHISFLATS.NET 

215 - 427-1100 






THAT NEW-DECADE LOOK 

With the aughts in the rearview mirror, what fashion statements will emerge in the 2010s? 

¥ — 



W ith the dawn of a fresh decade 
upon us, we are provided an 
opportunity to reinvent ourselves. 
How will we define the 20 10s 
through fashion and vice versa? 
Will we finally take a cue from The Jetsons or con- 
tinue to recycle trends from the past? While out on 
the streets for our weekly street fashion column for 
City Paper's Critical Mass blog, Neighborhood Watch, 
we see firsthand where fashion is today. In order to 
get a better read on what elements will influence the 
look oftomorrow, we assembled an elite task force of 
Philadelphia’s fashion forecasters. They helped us 
generate a list of factors they believe will carry fash- 
ion into the comingyears. 

/THE '90S 



PEERING INTO OUR crystal ball, we see a blast of ele- 
ments from the roaring '90s shaping the way people 
suit up in the ’10s. Fashion is frequently dictated by 
what was en vogue two decades before. Perhaps this 
is because 20- and 30-somethings are the ones deter- 
mining what's in and what’s out, and they look back 
on their childhood for inspiration. 

We’ve already seen this happening on the streets 
with floral prints, baby -doll dresses and Doc Martens. 
First-season Project Runway winner, renowned fash- 
ion designer and Philly resident Jay McCarroll echoes 
this prediction. “People can’t come up with new ideas 
so they always have to go backward,” he says. But 
should we really start looking to Zack Morris and 
Kelly Kapowski for our fashion needs? 

Probably not. Maggie Ricco, who since 2006 has 
authored local fashion blog Broad & Market (cyborg- 
memoirs.com/street), agrees with McCarroll — to a 
point. “I don’t see people channeling the '90s directly, 
but elements may reappear to fit the trend.” Which is 
to say that the soft plaid flannel we loved so much is 
back — but this time, rather than being plucked from 
bargain bins to hang curtain-like from frameless bod- 
ies, it’ll be made to fit. 

Current fash ion isn’t all about grunge and Saved By 
the Bell: Matthew Izzo of his eponymous Old City bou- 
tique remindsus that the preppy Ralph Lauren look 
that’s filtering back onto the racks recalls a certain 
'90s obsession. So if smooth is your game, stay ahead of 
the curve by stocking your closet with polos, collegiate 
sweaters and khaki pants before everyone else starts 
snatching them from under your turned-up nose. 



XTHE RE CESSIO N 

IZZO SUGGESTS ANOTHER factor that proves we may 
be leeching off the '90s: Both decades began under the 
sinister cloud of economic turmoil. He predicts the 
recession will keep shoppers from tapping the piggy 
bank to purch ase frivolous garments. “People don’t 
have a lot of money to spend on trends right now, so 
most of the design companies have done Stuff clean 
and simple this year," he says. 

While Izzo believes people will be clamoring for 
basics, neighboring boutique owner Shari Roulin of 
Reward offers a different take. She suggests people are 
going to be making investments in more costly signa- 
ture items to liven up their closet “If I only have this 
much to buy my spring wardrobe, I don’t necessarily 
want to go out and get white T-shirts," she says. “I want 
to go out and buy this amazing dress or that killer pair 
of shoes.” To give the impression that you're rocking a 
fuller wardrobe, Roulin suggests bulking up your closet 
with convertible, transformable pieces like a dress by 
Complex Geometries that transforms into a hoodie, a 
cardigan, a scarf and backagain. 

Another byproduct ofhard times is an interest in home- 
made clothes. The holy grail ofDlY online marketing, 
etsy.com, reports a 98 percent increase in total sales 
this February compared to this time last year. Jay 
McCarroll says he has noticed a recent surge of craft sters 
constructing their own threads, but he doesn't foresee 
women hopping onto the sewing bandwagon out of neces- 
sity. Whether it’s essential or just plain cute, we meet peo- 
ple every week who embrace the handmade movement. 

MUSIC & POP C ULTURE 

MUSIC AND CLOTHES have always existed symboli- 
cally, as stars of the music industry have often doubled 
as fashion icons. From Elvis to Michael to Madonna to 
Gaga, this harmonious marriage is solid as a rock. 

Without prompting, each of our panelists mentioned 
Lady Gaga, all agreeing that what she wears is revolu- 
tionary — but far too costume-y for the likes of everyday 
fashion. We Ye not seeing hoof shoes galloping down the 
street or cigarette shades on the horizon, but the freedom 
with which she flies her freak flag has inspired some in 
Philadelphia to be more daring with their fashion. 

A more plausible pop-star style we’ve observed of late 
is the sharp-shouldered power suits and leather bind- 
ings worn recently by Gaga's “Telephone" counterpart, 






THE SPRING GUIDE BY JOSH MIDDLETON AND JULIA WEST 



FINAL DIGITAL APPROVAL 



I A 




0 

Over300 vendors 



Thousands of Bargains • Free Parking 
Arts and Crafts • Antiques • Food and Produce 



Pennsy Flea Market 

PennsyFleaMarket.com 215.463.FLEA Exit 346B off 76 
1600 S. Warfield Street (34th & Wharton) 



WHAT ARE 

YOU 

MISSING 
OUT ON 
TODAY? 




Cabin Specials! 

$99 per night (2-night minimum) g 
April 2 -June 13. 2010 
full service cabins mtn linen package! % 

Located 5 minutes from the beach! = 

Seasonal Sites Available! • 

www.nrinthesun.com 



+ CP LIST 

ONLY AT CITYPAPER.NET/ffDO_IT_TODAY 



pinehaven@diparhs.com 

609-624-3437 

in the heart of the South Jersey Shore 








Tiilddelpliia Museum of Art East Entreme Steps 






Best Spot For Kicks! 



BUS STOP Boutique 

750 S.4th Street, Philadelphia 

www.busstopboutiquc.com 

215.627.2357 





“ Bevonce. We’re betting higli that this fema le empower- 

” ment look, which harks back to '80s-era Annie Lennox 
H and Grace Jones, is going to extend into the coming 

rj decade on the streets of Philadelphia. “Now you’re 

u seeing girls break out and doing things that are super 

“ hard-edge, tough -looking and dominant," says Roulin. 

° It feels very Mod Max.” 

y But 2010s fashion is all about balance: WeVe noticed 

| locals getting a grip on this industrial look by pairing 

Z studded cuffs and denim jackets with femme florals 

- and sweet blush colors. McCarroll tells us the mod- 

S em woman will want to ditch the total badass rocker 

5 chick image for something prettier. Think about Avril 

S Lavigne [or Pete Wentz), "he says. “Everything [theyl do 

is out. That whole trend isover.” 



X TRENDIER FELLOWS 



A LACK OF options, coupled with an often-paralyz- 
ing fear that tinkering with fashion jeopardizes one's 
manhood, has left the men’s side of the fashion indus- 
try looking bleak. Yet all of our forecasters predict 
the2010s will be the decade designers start to push 
bolder men's looks, providing dudes the chance to step 
up their fashion game. Thanks to mainstream stores 



like H&M and American Apparel, a broader range of 
out-of-the-box fashion — such as vibrant pops of color, 
accessories like scarves and hats and garments that 
provide a sleeker fit — are now more accessible to the 

Roulin predicts that the resurgence of the rugged 
outdoorsy look will rem ain popular over the next few 
years.This means we should expect to see even more 
woolly-faced gents on the street, only now they’re but- 
toning into better-fitting flannels. If the Paul Bunyan 
look isn’t your cup of tea, though, Roulin says she h as 
noticed an increase in futuristic, multifunctional duds 
that will provide the opportunity to layer pieces like 
cardigans and knits with funky, ethnicprints. 

Come summer, Ricco predicts that guys will throw 
away their cargo pants and pleated khakis for slim- 
mer-fitting slacks and shorts that end above the knee. 
“I want to see men getting creative and doing what 
they want with fashion and not being afraid that it’s 
not appealing to the person they're trying to attract." 
One current trend in men’s fashion that everyone 
agrees is unattractive is the ball-splitting, super-skin- 
ny jean. So take a deep breath, let things adjust and 
throw those suckers to the curb. 

( josh.middleton@citypaper.net , 
julia.west@citypaper.net j 




READ JOSH AND JULIA’S NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH AT CITYPAPER.NET/CRITICALMASS. 




CXcrlnle Forts PfOdUCGiDliS and 
BEittLta promotions present 

LOCipD IN THE CAGE jl 

* April 10, 2010 

John M. Perzel Community Center 
2990 .St Vincent Street Phfla PA 19149 



[Featuring 9 Pro Fights | 



DOORS OPEN AT 6PM FIRST FIGHT AT 7PM 

General Admission $40 VIP Seating S65 Cageside Si 

Tickets available at 

www.lockedinthecaae.com 



For more info contact Fran Evans 267-216-7438 



i EastFalls 



Chiropractic 





The hottest U 



SANDALS 



are in! 



NEW AUTO LOANS 



' APR - Annual PnrcMtau Rate Rale* a* low a* 3 ASS APR « auto loans ■) lo 68 nonlln Foi each $10,000 
Borrowed over a lorn ot 66 monthly payment*, pay apprulnatey $166.74 a month. This It PFCU's test rate 
an a new aito lean. Rate* may vary dependlnt on each Borrower's credit history and eaderwritlai factor s. 

Rates act* rate as of 3/17/10 aad are subject toclBnye witheiit notice. Other rates aad terms available. A 



3 . 49 %" 



INCLUDING VEHICLES PURCHASED FROM ENTERPRISE USED CAR SALES 



BetterThanMyBank.com 



RECEPTION AND 
CEREMONY SITES 

THE AMERICAN SWEDISH 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

wwwjmericanswedish.org. 21 5-389-1 776 
The American Swedish Historical Museum in 
FDR Park offers a unique and scenic setting 
for ceremonies, receptions, and photographs. 
Indudes versatile event space, competitive 
. free parking, and easy a 



215-735-6000 
Graced vwth beauty and elegance. Crowned 
with history and charm. Located in savvy 
Rittenhouse Square. The Radisson Plaza- 
Warwick Hotel Philadelphia is a timeless 
venue, always in style, inquire about all- 
indusive packaging, overnight guest rooms, 
Tavern 17 rehearsal dinners, departure brun- 
ches, bridal suites, valet parking and more! 



THE VILLANOVA 
CONFERENCE CENTER 

Tim Sweeney, Wedding Sales Manager 
610-523-1769 

www.acc-villanovaconferencecenter.com 



Philadelphia's famous "Main Line, "the 
charm of early 20th-century architecture 
meets the sophistication of 21st-century 
technology, Created specifically for 
executive training, The Villanova Conference 
Center combines an award-winning 
learning environment with excellent 
accommodations, dining and recreation. 



ENTERTAINMENT 

DAVID COHEN 

Classical and Flamenco Guitarist 
215-676-8903, www.guitarpoint.net 
Enhance your spedal occasion with the fiery 
passion of Flamenco Guitar or the gentler 
sounds of the Classical Guitar. David can also 
n your guests with the exotic sounds 



BACHELORETTE PARTIES 



THE VELVET LILY 

Liberties Walk, 1040 N. 2nd Street 
800-328-5459, www.thevelvetlily 
Host your Bachelorette Party with a Velvet 
Lily Consultant in the comfort of your 
home or in our Boutique. 





luuUtk PHILADELPHIA 



ADDICTION Q&A WITH 
JEFFREY A. NASER, M.D. 



What, in your mind, are the most 
important warning signs that a casual or 
social relationship with drugs and alcohol 
may have crossed the line into addiction? 

When it becomes a primary focus of the 
person's life. In my mind, casual use denotes 
occasional use and experimentation. Once 
that crosses over into a need for use, then a 
problem results. Of course tied up in that is 
regularity of use, physical dependence and 
tolerance, behavioral difficulties associated 
with use and functional deficits in one or 



In your experience, how does the 
addiction scenario play out for most 
sufferers? Is there always a rock bottom? 

I've seen a variety ofscenarios. While “hitting 
rockbottom”is one variation. I’ve seen others 
in which family, friends and/or treatment 
providers are able to make a strong enough 
intervention for the person to be thoughtful 
about their use, it’s associated problems, and 
decide to get help. Of course it is live indivi dual’s 
decision, and only they can choose to move 



forward with treatment. 1 think some people, 
with good supports, may be more open tothat 
than others. 

How has the landscape ofaddiclion 
changed with theincreasingabuse of 
prescription drugs and manufacturable 
drugs like methamphetamine? What else 
is out there being abused that parents and 
fa mily members of those at risk should be 
on the lookout for? 

1 find the substance abuse culture very 
interesting. There are trends, and while there 
is always the “next new thing," there is also 
frequently a retro movement with previous 
drugs becoming popular again. While then; is a 
lot of concern about newdruj^ or manufactured 
drugs, and this certainlyisan issue, I find in my 
practice die typical drugs you would think ofas 
beinglhe most popularand problematic. In the 
teen population, marijuana and alcohol are very 
popular. Opiateshave become the numberone 
rated drug of abuse in high schools, primarily 
due to their accessibility (most people have an old 
prescription si ttingin their medicine cabinet, and 



dontmissitwhenitisgone). Benzos continue to 
be popular. I’m also seeingmore stimulant abuse, 
but more diversion for studying and increasing 
academic performance, as opposed to as a way 
to change one's mental status. 

We read about celebrities goingto desert 
retreats to “dry out” from drugs and 
alcohol. What does treatment look like 
for the rest of us? 

For most people, treatment consists of a 
combination approach. It usually starts 
with outpatient therapy and attending 
regular Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings. If more intensive 
treatment is required, Intensive Outpatient 
Programs (lOPs) can be helpful. These 
consist of day treatment programs that 
meet 4- 5 days per week, usually after work 
or school, and involve group, individual and 
family therapy. For severe or long-term use, 
detoxification may be required, which can 
happen in a hospital setting, followed by 
inpatient trea tment (typically 30 days). Unlike 
other psychiatric inpatient programs, there 



is not an involuntary component to inpatient 
substance rehabilitation. It must be voluntary 
(unless court ordered). Medication may 
also be helpful in detoxification, decreasing 
craving and supporting abstinence. 

What is the success rate of treatment? 

I drink it depends on howyou define success. 
Today, while total abstinence is nice, it is not 
consideredtheonlyformofsuccess. Ultimately, 
the goal is less use, less focus on die substance 
and improvement in functioning. Typical 
published success rates range from 2-20%. 
Specific programs may advertise their success 
rate as much higher. 

What do you see as the benefit of support 
groups that allow addicts in recovery to 
tell their stories and support one another? 

1 diink support groups can be very powerful 
Certainly telling one's story has a significant 
impact, but beyond that, dregroups provide a 
sense ofstructure, support a newlifestyle and 
create a new social outlet. One of the largest 
triggers for use is the social network. People 
with drug problems tend to spend time with 
other people with drug problems. Creadnga 
new social network that doesn’t use, or better 
yet, has a focus on recovery, can be a strong 
motivator and support. 

What resources are available to families 
of recovering addicts? 

One of the best supports is Al-Anon. This 
is a support group for families and friends of 
people with substance issues. 

When should a family member of a re- 
covering addict seek treatment to deal 
with their experiences? 

Any time they feel as though the process 
is having an impact on their functioning. 
Supporting someone with substance abuse 
issues can be incredibly stressful. Itfrequendy 
means makingvery tough decisions about what 
kind of support to provide, and when to back 
off. Depression and anxiety, as well as anger 
and frustration, are common for those in the 
supportnetwork. Anytime the process seems 
to be getting in the way or causing difficulties 
infunedoningisagoodtimetoseekyourown 
treatment. Of course, it doesn’t have to wait 
until that point either. Therapy as a way to 
provide insight and a new way of looking at 
tilings can always be helpful. 




BELIEVIN’ 



IS THE BEST. TIME TO PROVE IT. CHECK OUT CITYPAPER.NET/ 
KARAOKE FOR ALE YOUR 
KARAOKE NEEDS 



Dental care doesn’t have to 
be scary... or expensive 

Great 
dentists at 
tremendous 
savings 

Over 500 Network 
Providers in the 
Philadelphia Area 



PLANS START 
AT ONLY 
$109 PER YEAR 



Dental CALL 

1-800-525-9313 





loin for $0 enrollment fee 
when you donate a bag of groceries. 



Curves works to help 
women live healthier. 



SIGN UP FOR 



PHILLYHEALTH O R G 



yOUR SOURCE FOR LOCAL HE ALTH 'INFORMATION 



*1NFC 



...AND NEVER MISS AN 
IMPORTANT HEALTH UPDATE! 



www.dentalcall.com 



FREE SERVICE OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA 
SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS 







I DUAL DIAGNOSIS 




THE HERMAPHRODITES: UVIN G IN TWO WORLD S 

Through May 1, Wexler Gallery, 201 N. Third SI., 215- 
923-7030. wexlergallery.com 

► Leslie ferrin, OF Feirin Gallery In Pittsfield, 
Mass., conceived “The Hermaphrodites," now at 
WexlerGallery.asapremisefbrpresentingsculpture 
that could be categorically confusing in terms of 
materials and execution. The pieces in this show 
might be described as decorative art or fine art Most 
also address human physiological ambiguity, per- 
haps asa metaphor forall dilemmas of duality. 

Ferrin mixes things up in every way. Although it 
can all be called ceramic, the vw rk does not confine 



H hair and stainless steel, all presented on a velvet 

* stand. The fleshy colors and rounded shapes are 
5 pretty If you can Ignore an undeniable creep-out 
J factor in the suggestion of unidentifiable organs, 
t body hair and what look like sutures. Something 

- here demands thought and that's one hallmark 
; of serious art. "Decorative” art is mostly noticed 

because it’s, well, decorative. 

- Equally challenging to boundaries. Chris Ante- 

5 maims H&nfrabelsanoversizeversionof Meissen 
porcelainfigurinesdecorated with floweryfire-on 

s decals and gold. The elegant scene depicts two 
~ figures seated at a tea table in an alcove framed 
s by rococo fronds. Wearing makeup, pearls and 
c dainty undergarments, the coquettish pair look 
t more like cross-dressers (or undressers) than 

* hermaphrodites. Whatever, some details are too 
^ graphic tor Meissen. 

< Large prints of Kendrick Moholt's appealing 
J photographs documenting Wardrobe — asawhole 
o and in detail (pictured) — are the first things you 

* see in the show. They should be recognized as 

6 artworks in their own right (Moholt Is credited, 




( books/visual art ] 

TAKE ME OUT 

After years of angsty feelings for the Phils, 
Ronnie NorpeTs back to rooting for the 
home team. By A.D. Amorosi 

I t all started with a curse, but not the one you think. 

Ronnie Norpel — a local poet, painter and actress whose 
“ficto-memoir” Baseball Karma: The Constitution Blues is being 
released next week by Three Rooms Press — was seduced by base- 
ball's allure at a young age. She put that passion to use, working on 
and off for the Philadelphia Hi illies from 1980 to 1986 as a ball girl, 
saleswoman and market researcher. “I was a rookie usherette when 
the Phils won their first World Series, but I wasn't allowed to work 
the Series because I’d left my regular-season duties early [to start 
my] Ivy League edumacation,” says the Wharton business school 
undergraduate program alum with more than a hint of sarcasm. 

After returning to the Hiils from Wharton in 1984, Norpel began 
to feel that her hard work forthe team — from recovering lost 
snot-nosed kids to upping the ante on corporate season-ticket sales 
— had gone unappreciated. “So I put a curse on them,” she laughs. 
And as anyone keeping score in the '90s could tell you, there were 
certainly forces working against the Phillies in that dark decade. 

After she left the Phils and moved to Manhattan, Norpel became 
a latter-day Warhol acolyte through a friendship w ith Factory archi- 
tect/poet Gerard Malanga. But she never tost her love of baseball. 
Many years later and perhaps with a twinge of guilt, Norpel 



started Constitution Blues — part personal history, part novel 
— as a love letter to Phillies fans “to lift the curse off the team,” she 
says “Besides, Chase [Utley] and that gang never did anythingto 
me. They weren’t the team I’d cast the spell upon. When Charlie 
Manuel told fans to 'go to church and pray for us’ in July 2006, 1 
thought it was only fair to lift the curse.” 

Hexes aside, Norpel's debut novel — “It's definitely a roman a clef, 
a ficto-memoir with a nod to James Frey,” she says — embodies the 
mixed emotions that drive our national pastime. It’s even got a bit 
of insider intrigue: She begins dating an unnamed Phillies player 
(in what, she says, is afact-based part of the book). “If Phillies fans 
or their people read this, they might guess who,” Norpel says coyly. 

“Tm not saying either way.” 

In 2007, Norpel made it ofH- 
ciab She walked around City 
Hall to curse-lift, and shortly 
the curse thereafter finished her book. 



“I thought 
was fair to 



Not only will Constitution 

Blues be the guest of honor at a book party at Old City’s Patou April 
16, but Norpel’s contribution to the Hals' Paint the Phanatic public 
art project, Philantic, will be on display at the National Constitution 
Center this summer after unveiling at the Hease Touch Museum 
this coming week. In a moment of karmic synergy, Norpel says, “It’s 
amazing what the universe will do when you lift a curse.” 

Now if only she could do something about the Sixers. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 



Please Ibuch Museum. 4231 Avenue aflhe Republic. 215-963-0667, pteaselouch- 



[ damaged, duplicitous women wreaking havoc ] 



[ kaleidoscope ] 

► tv/dvd 

Actor Jay Baruchel is having a big year. 

She’s Out of My League opened in March; 

How lb Train Your Dragon opens this 
Friday; and The Sorcerer's Apprentice 
opens July 16. But you need to watch the 
brilliant Undeclared to see Baruchel 
at his runty best. Often overshadowed by another Judd Apatow 
show — Freaks and Geeks — as the criminally canceled program. 
Undeclared (out on DVD) has its own sweet heart hidden under a 
beer-soaked veneer. It captures the uncertainty of college j ust like 
F&G mirrored the awkward purgatory of high school. Hus, don't 
you want to find out why Baruchel is a sex robot? 

—Molly Elchel 

► hip-hop/dance 

Jump! Jump! Yeah boyyy, it’s time to rewind the time backto 1992. 
At the M Room on Saturday ( themanhattanroom.com ), DJs Emynd 
and BoBliz will be spinning all the hot and cheesy tracks from the 
year Kurt married Courtney, Sinead ripped up the Pope photo and 
Dr. Dre dropped The Chronic. At the 1992 Party, wearing ajump- 
er backward isn’t required , but is strongly encouraged. 

— Deesha Dyer 



► rock/pop 

Not a lot of Philly bands embrace the olde 
“alternative" tag, but Panic Years do 
and dammit it works. The pre-emo pas- 
sionate vocals, the soft-then-loud transi- 
tions, the dangy guitar/catchy-melody 
combo — these guys woulda fit in just 
nicely between the Posies and the Pumpkins on 120 Minutes. 
Panic Years will drop their second EP this Friday at the North 
Star ( northstarbar. com). 

— Patrick Rapa 



► tv show 

I arrived fashionably late to the 
Breaking Bad party. I'm only on the first 
season — season three premiered this 
past Sunday onAMC — but holy mobile 
meth lab, is it good. Bryan Cranston is 
pitch-perfect as cancer-stricken amateur 
drug dealer Walt, and Aaron Paul comes outta nowhere as Walt's 
former chemistry student turned meth-dealing mentor. So many 
rich characters and complex storylines. I'm almost glad I’m behind 
in the series because I have so much more to watch. 

—Molly Eichel 






CHLOE 

[ B- ] “I GUESS I’VE always been pretty good with words,” says Chloe (Amanda 
Seyfried) as she dresses. She’s good at telling stories, at knowing what her partners 
want to hear, at soliciting compliance and giving pleasure She's a prostitute, and yes, 
her words are as crucial to her work as her lingerie. A reinvention of Anne Fontaine’s 
Nathalie, Atom Egoyan's film focuses on the particular stories she tells Catherine 
( Julian ne Moore). They meet cute in the bathroom at an upscale restaurant. Chloe’s 
sobbing in a stall, lamenting the generic evils men do, and Catherine’s indined to be 
sympathetic, having j ust determined that her own husband, David (Liam Neeson), is 
cheating. At the same time, her teenage son Michael (Max Thieriot) is behaving badly, 
keepinghis girlfriend in his room overnight despite, and because of.his mom’s unhappy 
reaction. Still, the women’s relationship isn't exactly friendly. Rather, Catherine hires 
Chloe to tempt and test David, to flirt with him and then report on his responses As 
Chloe’s stories unnerve but also fascinate Catherine, they share a sense of injury and 
resentment, but also confirmation of their mutual suspicions, Catherine’s premised on 
her already roiling distrust and Chloe’s on . . . well, it would appear to be her experience 
as a hooker, but maybe it’s something else, too. It doesn’t help matters that Catherine is 
a gynecologist, that she spends her daytimes in a multi- windowed office checking wom- 
en’s insides. It’s an office design bound to make anyone feel under surveillance, though 
Catherine’s inclination toward deception does seem extreme — not to mention her 
investment in Chloe, who is strange and self-sowing from the jump. 1116 film — much 
like Egoyan’s other work, from Family Viewing to The Sweet Hereafter to Adoration 
— considers the intersections of intimacy and distrust, longing and fear, especially as 
these come together in stories. It’s in stories that Chloe suggests we make ourselves, 
as well as others. Unfortunately, for all the poetry and insinuation of its images, the 
SPLITTING ATOMS: Amanda Seytried plays the movie goes off the rails near its end with yet another damaged, duplicitous woman 

titular prostitute in Atom Egoyan's Chloe. wreaking havoc, her story turns more tedious than provocative. — Cindy Fuchs 



TllCkpiCk [movie review] 




aidorinvade 

Rodney Anonymous vs. the world 



BRAZIL! ! 

Whatever 1 

Hawking said, 
it always came 
out sounding 
like Kraftwerk. 

► IN th E EARLY '90s , eminent physicists Stephen 
Hawking and Roger Penrosefound themselves in a 
heated debate over whether gothic/electronic music 
would be more appealing if the lyrics were sung 
in Portuguese. Penrose claimed that the Doppler 
shift in language would be a great improvement 
whereas whatever Hawking said, it always came 
out sounding like Kraftwerk 

The debate remained strictly theoretical until the 
emergence of Brazil's Pecadores (Sinners), who 
not only sing in Portuguese (OK, “Humility." "Hell is 
Fine"and “Paranoia” are sung in English) buthave 
also made it their raison d'etre to explore thedarker 
side of organized religion. The lighter side beingfree 
wafers and the chance to handle snakes. 

Speaking of snakes, Pecadores’ newest release 
on Wave Records. Rogai For Nos (Pray for US), is 
a twisting, hissing, slithering beast that’s equal 
parts wicked electronics and sample-drivenvoodoo 
ceremony, if there were a soundtrack for the mass 
suicide at Jonestown, Rogai PorWos would be it. 

Seriously, how could you not love the band who 
penned the lyrics “Hell isfine/Sex, dope and wine/ | 
Especially at night/ You should try!" — and then £ 
actually wrote music to go with it? And “Z6 do ° 
Caixao,"atributetoMexicanhorrorfilm icon Coffin J 



Verdict; 

South of the equator, toilet I 
water swirls counterclock- I 
wise, Goths tingetheirmusic I 
with a hint of salsa and all is fine. Sex, dope and 
wine. Especially at night. You shouldtry. 







arts & entertainment 



last 

Catch it or regret it 



AFTER PHILAGRAF1KA ENDS on April 11, will the city’s galleries, 
m curators, artists and art allies ever again be as harmonious? For the 
“ past two months, the inaugural Rite celebrating all things print has 
| pervaded seemingly every venue — and medium — in town. It’s as 
» if we’ve all been part of one giant, heretical, ink-stained collective 
s consciousness — a nice change for a community that can feel dis- 
5 jointed and even, occasionally, at odds with itself. 

~ Post-Philagrafika, Philly’s arts scene should have more swag- 
5 ger:We know the city can host a print-themed triennial, so why 
= can't it host something like the Whitney Biennial? Additionally, 

2 Philagrafika has given us a broader, more easygoing definition of 
print: Not only is digital photography “print," but so is video, con- 
fetti and performance art. It's these little things that should hold 
us over until the fest returns in three years (“unless it’s back in 
two," says artistic director Jose Roca ). 

Of course, Philagrafika 20 10’s time of death hasn’t been called 
justyet. Consider scurrying to the following shows — exemplars of 
the festival’s Apollonian vibes — before it is. 





newspapers, magazines and Lotto tickets — things he believes are 
already relics. “Newsstands are the closest thing we had to Internet 
before it existed,” he say s. “They are places where you can access all 
kinds of informat ion, and they are also places of exchange. I think 
it is necessary to begin to preserve them. Maybe we should create a 
Museum of the Newsstand." Ends April 11, Tyler School of Art, 2001 
N. 13thSt, 215-777-9000, temple.edu Itylerl exhibitions. 



TEMPLE GALLERY 

Speaking of prematurely called deaths: Barthelemy Toguo’s Heart 
Beat and Francesc Ruiz’s Newsstand (pictured) both cast an eye 
on print journalism. Copies of the Inquirer, which Toguo scribbled 
over with a Sharpie, line Temple Gallery’s walls, giving viewers 
a visceral sense of being silenced. Meanwhile, Ruiz constructed a 
life-size, Philly-style newsstand, complete with original Philly-style 



PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMY OF THE FINE ARTS 

Faced with a society too wrapped up with money, Indonesian-based 
collective Tromarama bravely resisted making art about its cash- 
hungry brethren that was pedantic or atrabilious. Instead, Happy 
Hour is a lighthearted video imagining that money — long the impe- 
tus behind unhappiness, suicide and war — has tired of carrying the 
weight of the world on its shoulders, and enjoys some much-needed 



R&R. Likewise, urban detritus king Mark 
Bradford's Untitled ( Dementia ) pokes fun at 
a makeshift ad for Alzheimer's sufferers in 
L.A., but doesn't dwell on its sadness Ends 
April 1 1, Samuel M.V. Hamilton Building, 
128N. Broad St., 215-972-7600.pafa.org. 

PRINT CENTER 

In tire Print Center, Space 1026's artwork 
looks vastly different than it does in the 
collective's Chinatown digs. The yurt it 
constructed for Philagrafika lacks the abra- 
sive, overstimulating qualities that can 
sometimes hamper the collective — and 
not because the Space trashed its tried- 
and-true eyeball, pyramid and intestine 
motifs, but rather because the yurt is atone, 
isolated from a barrage of other wacky 
Space 1026 works. Additionally, this piece 
speaks best to the fest’s congruency: An 
exhibit by the Argentinian group Eloisa 
Cartonera is inside of Space 1026’syurt, 
like two Russian nesting dolls tucked into 
one another. Ends April 1 1, 1614 Latimer 
St, 215-735-6090, printcenter.org. 

—Holly Otterbeln 
( holly.otterbei n@citypaper. net) 




THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF ITALY IN PHILADELPHIA 

with the collaboration of 

THE AMERICA-ITALY SOCIETY 




PRESENTS 



From Vlllanovo d'Albenga (Italy) to Philadelphia 

A TRIBUTE TO MONSIGNOR ANTONIO ISOLERI 

March 26, 2010 5:30 pm. St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi 
714 Montrose Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147 

5:30 PM: 

"Priest, Parish and People: Isoleri and the immigrant church 
of St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi" 

A lecture by Dr. Richard lullani, Professor of Sociology 
at Vlllanova University 



6:15 PM: 

"Fantasia Poetica” 

A concert by Carlo Aonzo - Mandolin 
and Elena Buttiero - Piano 

Music by Beethoven, Munier, Calace, and Bruzzone 



Please RSVP to: segreteria.filadelfia@esteri.it or call 215-279-9561 
This event is free and open to the public however donations would be greatly appreciated. 



+ Dual Diagnosis ^ 

glazed Me and My Shadow, based on the 
Peter fhncharacter.orfor Jason Walker's 
A Hand in Two Worlds. Both artists draw 
(literally) on the tradition of blue-and-white 
pictorial plates and vases, although each 
appropriates traditional china decora- 
tion in an individual way. The pieces are 
descendants of the vessel tradition, bul 
like the reproductive organs of human 
hermaphrodites, they are not designed 
to be functional. By adding nonceramic 
materials, each artist further questions 
expectations of "normalcy” in a super- 
ficially familiar format. Like much in 
this show. Sandlin's and Walker's work 
Invites us to notice and perhaps question 
the assumptions that everyday objects 
project onto our lives. 

In recent decades, the idea of aclear-cut 
distinction between decorative artand fine 
or“high” art has been rejected by many 
artists, theorists and curators. The recent 
“Dirt on Delight" exhibition of ceramic 
sculpture at the Institute of Contemporary 
Art here pointedly ignored such a dichoto- 
my. Ferrin clearly questions it Are we also 
to take from this hermaphroditic show 
the concept that sharp gender distinc- 
tions are similarly artificially imposed? 
Its something to think about. 

( f_rice@citypaper.net ) 





Like the reproductive 
organs of human 
hermaphrodites, they 
are not designed to 
be functional. 

but not listed as an artist). Byobscuring scale and reverently 
documenting their subject these images add a thought-pro- 
voking layer of historical and conceptual ambiguity. 

Cynthia Consentinos stoneware Undivided addresses the 
hermaphrodite concept directly with a figure that com bines 
male and female into one naked body with two legs, two 
self-caressing arms and two heads that are kissing. Set 
in a stylized natural environment against a small tree, like 
Antemann's sculpture, It plays with the conventions of man- 
tel -piece figurines. 

TipTolandS delicately painted, highly realistic naked reclin- 
ing hermaphrodite, perhaps writhing in the throes of sexual 
pleasure, is one of the more disturbing works. In contrast 
tiny interlocking genitals concealed in mated planes of Irina 
Zaytceva's richly glazed and overglazed Cats Cradle seemed 
to strike viewers asmore am using than appalling. 

In a minimal and abstract mode, Judy FOx's five painted 
terra-cotta shapes are certainly sexual and ambiguous, but 
what th ey represent is not clear. Similarly self-contained, 
Sergei Isupov's slip glazed and stained heads are soulful but 
perhaps not definitive of human hermaphrodites. 

When OscarWilde said that he found IF'harder everyday 
to live up to my blue and white china,” he probably wasn't 
ready for the challenge of Red Weldon Sandlin's blue under- 





[ movie review ] 

THE JERK 

Ben Stiller plays an asshole Peter Pan in Noah 
Baumbach’s Greenberg. By Shaun Brady 



I A-] GREENBERG I Directed by Noah Baumbach.a Focus Features 
release, opens Friday at the Rite East. 

oger Greenberg (Ben Stiller), fresh off a nervous breakdown 
and recently arrived in LA, insists that his goal is to simply 
“do nothing.” It's a claim that, given the way hostility and 
uncertainty hover behind everything that comes out of him, rings 
hollow ; the more we get to know him, the more evident it becomes 
t hi s is a defensive attempt to transform self-doubt into ambition 
Not that, anyone's buying it. His return to the West Coast, after 
15 years in New York, means that Greenberg, with reluctance and 
veiled hope, spends much of his time reuniting with old friends, most 
of whom seem to grow wary and uncomfortable in his presence. 

While the events of his past decade-and-a-half remain unclear 
outside of an unspecified stay in a mental hospital and sporadic 
work as a carpenter, what becomes painfully obvious is that for 
Greenberg, nothinghas happened. Bitterly angry (hespends his 
free time penning complaint letters to whoever may have crossed 
his path), nervous and prone to spiteful outbursts, he is a 40-year- 
old frozen at 25, at the instant just after his life went wrong. His 
coked-up encounter with a party full of twentysomethings, though, 
exposes the gap between his self-perceived and actual ages. S tiller's 
wide-eyed nerviness, typically played for high-strung comedy, here 
becomes something more unpredictable and potentially harmful. 

In his former life, Greenberg was a musician whose self-destruc- 



tion scuttled an opportunity at suc- 
cess. His return home is an attempt 
to unmake bad decisions, tone-deaf 
to the fact that everyone else has 
moved on with their lives, rendering 
that impossible. His “nothing” aims 
are met with either bewilderment 
or feigned encouragement, barely 
covering pity or, woise, indifference. 

The major casualty of 
Greenberg’s initial meltdown was 
his bandmate, Ivan (Rhys Ifans). 
The two settle back into a friend- 
ship characterized mostly by 
what goes unspoken. Ivan’s marriage is on the rocks — which the 
self-absorbed Greenberg sees as positive, removing an obstacle to 
re-creating the old days. Ivan is ready to forgive, if only Greenberg 
ever gets around to realizing the necessity of being forgiven. 

The sole new relationship that Greenberg strikes up is with 
Florence ( mumblecorer Greta Gerwig), his brother’s aimless per- 
sonal assistant. Her gofering services come with the house where 
Greenberg is staying while the family is vacation, and he proceeds 
from appending “whiskey and ice cream sandwiches" to her shop- 
ping list to engaging in brutally a wkw ai d, inconclusive sex. 

Most films would paint the younger Florence as Greenberg's sav- 
ior. B ut Noah Baum bach has never seen other people as the solution 
to anyone’s problems — given that those problems arise from the 
grievances and contradictions of a single psyche, adding more per- 
spectives to the mix only serves to complicate t hin gs. The romance 
between Greenberg and Florence veers between shrugging accep- 
tance and angry miscomm unication, a love story not about finding 
the right person but about putting up with whoever's around. 
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Florence is the embodiment of passivity 
— she is unable to assert herself enough to 
change lanes in traffic, and even her preg- 
nancy is something that happens to her, 
a k i n to catching a cold. But Gerwig imbues 
herwith a remarkable range ofemotion.her 
uncertainty arising from too much feeling 
rather than not enough, an utter inability to 
sift through her own conflicting thoughts. 

If Florence finally emerges as one of 
Baumbach's most positive inventions, it’s 
due to this amorphous neurosis; unlike so 
many ofhis characters, her neuroses and 
pettiness have yet to calcify. This is the pro- 
cess of maturing Baumbach seems to sug- 
gest: The joys of youth are undermined by 
responsibility and compromise, while uncer- 
tainties and feats harden and sour. A tossed- 
offline like “I'm watching Just My Luck 
with Lindsay Lohan on Starz” becomes both 
hysterical and sad, the picture of how much 
of life passes in comfortably wasted time. It’s 
a bleak outlook, but one which the director 
observes with the eye of a cynically bemused, 
highly literate anthropologist. The film , as 
a result, is often incredibly funny, and even 
holds out something like hope at the end. 

( s_bra dy @citypa per. net) 
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► MISS HALFWAY 

I am an unapologetic collector ofTennessee Williams’ oddities 
and they don't come any odder than The Gnhdiges FrSutetn. 
a one-act play that opened and abruptly closed in February 1966 
under a fusillade of critical abuse. Many dismissed the play as an 
incoherent freak show. My attempt at a brief synopsis probably 
won't convince you otherwise: On a desolate island — the south- 
ernmost among the Florida Keys — a small group of people are 
buffeted by winds and assaulted by large birds that are attracted 
by the stench of dead fish, but stay on to nibble at the human resi- 
dents. The latter include PbUy, a bitchy gossip columnist; Molly, a 
bitchy hoteliere; and the title character (it roughly translates as 
“gracious lady”), an old vaudeville performer who has lost one eye 
and most of her wits, though she still can warble through a rep- 
ertoire of dated songs and run out periodically to retrieve a fish. 
(There’s also a hunky blond Indian.) 

But don’t dismiss TGF completely. True, there's not much nar- 
rative clarity. But Williams was always as much symbolist as 
realist. And ifyou consider the play as a dark satire — on the 
playwright’s own dwindling reputation, and the nasty delight 
of theater critics who build up careers only to tear them down 
— you’ll find it full of rapier insi gilts. Williams may have lost his 
gift for structural control, but his dry wit and poignant, poetic 
reveries are here in abundance. 

The trouble is, the Idiopathic Rldlculopathy Consortium's 
production doesn’t give The Gnadiges Frtiulein even a fighting 
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chance. The play is a comedy of sorts — but it’s a black comedy, full 
of violence. Here, director Tina Brock goes for the broadest kind 
of rural farce, in shades of Green Acres. It’s very skillful in its way, 
and the accomplished cast goes at it full-tilt. But the amusement it 
provides (if this is the sort of thing 
that makes you laugh) doesn’t 
do poor Tennessee’s script any 
favors. I wish I could encounter 
Jane Moore’s performance of the 
title role in other circumstances 
— she’s a sensational actress, 
and alone in the company finds 
some sweet-sadness that cuts to the heart and makes us realize 
there’s actually somet h i n g going on here. ThroughApril 3, $20, 
Second Stage at the Adrienne, 2030Sansom St., 215-285-0472, 
idiopatlucridiculopathyconsorti um. org, 



Williams’ 
poetic 
reveries 
are here in 
abundance. 
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► theater 

+ FALLEN ANGELS 

Some might joke that 
the Walnut Street The- 
atre producing a play 
from 1927 is just its 
way of reminding its 
notoriously geriatric 
regulars of their youth — but not me (well, 
not now. anyway). I see their staging of 
Noel Coward's Fallen Angels as a genuine 
theater event — a rarely produced Coward 
romantic comedygiventhesumptuousWalnut 
mainstage treatment Expect naughty banter 
fueled byfancy cocktails from director Malcolm 
Black’s stellar cast Susan Riley Stevens and 
Karen Peakes play married best friends (to 
Greg Wood and Bill Van Horn, respectively) who 
quickly become bitter rivals when their mutual 
ex -flame, Maurice (Dan Olmstead). turns up, 
provoking an oh-so-Coward war of wit. And. 
hey, last year's Barrymore Award winner for 
BestActress in a Musical, Jennie Eisenhower, 
makes an appearance, too! No joke: Fallen 
Angels looks really promising. 

— MarkCofta 

Ends May 2. StO-SBO, Walnut Street Theatre, 825 
WalnutSt, 215-574-3550, mlmtstreettheatre.org 
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The Community Education Center's NY Dance Exchange is a mutual-appreciation affair: New York artists travel to Phila- 
delphia to share a bill with local daneemakers, and vice versa. This season's program offers a refreshing mix of performers: 
There's Mana Kawamura, an award-winning visiting artist whose experience includes Japanese modern dance plus a 
stint with German choreographer Pina Bauscli. Those credentials suggest she's worth putting on your radar. Also 
representing NYC, Cori Olinghouse is a nimble gal who presents an excerpt from her aptly titled The Animal Suite: 
Experiments in Va udeville and Shapeshi fling. Our Philly entry is veteran urban dance mistress Myra Bazell of 
Scrap Performance Group (pictured), offering a sneak peek of her latest work. Melt. —Deni Kasrel 



1 




Sat., March 27, 8 p.m., $12, Community Education Center. 3500 Lancaster Ave., 215-387- 1911. cecarts.org. 

+ STORIES LEFT TO TELL 

When he died, Spalding Gray left behind a journal full of tales that never made it 
into his repertoire of autobiographical monologues. It was from this collection that 
his widow, Kathie Russo, created Spalding Gray: Stories Left to Tell, tracing the 
writer's life from high chair to suicide. Adding vital ity to the words Gray never 
lived to speak is a group of actors and media personalities — including 
WHYY radio host Marty Moss-Coane and local stage darling Jennifer 
Childs. Russo says even though tackling a Gray monologue is intimi- 
dating, their possibilities for interpretation complement the per- 
sonal nature of his texts. “He was an incredibly beautiful writer;” 
she says, “who was able to convey universal themes everyone 
has experienced." —Josh Middleton 
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IT'S BACK!! 



► rock/pop 

+ MILES KUROSKY 



NEW SEASON STARTS 
APRIL 2 5-9PM 

r i 



Six years of bated-breath 
waiting later, Beulah fans 
can sink right into The 
Desert of Shallow Effects 
(Majordomo) like the couch 
they've had since college. < 

Miles Kurosky's first solo " 
effort is filled with all the 
lilting melodies and sophisticated instrumentation 
we'd expect from his former band, but with just 





lah requests via his site. 



+ LOVE IS ALL 



Just when we were starting to look for his recording 
career on the side of a milk carton, longtime Philly 
MC Last Emperor is back with a mix tape, Science 
Team. . Go. This release is the first of several new 
projects, including a solo album and collaborations 
with some of underground’s finest talent To celebrate 
his return to glory, Emp is invading Silk City with some 
other fun rapper-type folks. 

— Deesha Dyer 



This Swedish fivesome is 
neither romantically ideal- 
istic nor as simply sappy as 
its moniker might suggest, 
but Love Is All is pretty dam 
lovable nevertheless. Two 
Thousand and Ten Injuries 
(Polyvinyl), the latest in J 

their string of exponentially expanding album titles, 
fronts another dozen bursts of spunky, punky, gleefully 
tuneful indie-pop ruckus. Special high marks go to 
the Slits-y clatter of "Dust,” the nimble, Afro-poppy 
bounce of “Early Warnings" (which catalogs just a 
few of the titular hurts), and bitter-but-bubbly post- 
breakup plaint “Less Than Thrilled'' — but for real, 
man, it’s all love. — K. Ross Hoffman 



Tue„ March 30. Sp.m.. $10*12. with Sadat X, Pack 
FM. Substantial, Icon Iha MtcKing, DJ Jay-Ski and DJ 
Tactics, Silk City, 435 Spring Garden St, 215-592*838, 




► rock/pop 

♦ LAWRENCE ARABIA 



Even for such a huge payoff, it's a long wait. After 
plodding through eight pleasant but unmemorable 
psych-rock ditties on their sophomore outing Chant 
Darling (Yep Roc), Kiwi rockers Lawrence Arabia 
unleash “I’ve Smoked Too Much” — with its 70s 
rock-guitar lead, emphatic gang vocals and instantly 
catchy melodic vibe. “All my exhibitionist neighbors 
have moved away,” pines singer James Milne. Well, 
dude, if you'd opened with this, maybe they'd have 
stuck around. — JohnVettese 



Wed., March 31,8p.m., $14, all ages, with Fanfario and 
Robert Francis. First Unitarian Sanctuary. 2125 Chestnut 
St.. 877-435-91 



+ TRESSELIN 



Somebody: Buy Butch Tresse! a citywide spe- 
cial when his band plays The Blockley (March 
26). The dude deserves your congrats: His 
slammin’ rootsy five-piece just dropped an 
album steeped in the working -class grit of Neil 
Ybung's freedom years and the punky carefree 
joie de vivre of The Replacements. Catchy stuff. 
Witty, too: On “Stolen Kiss" he growls, "Me and 
my bank account, we're doing just fine/ Except 
for the fact that we're both empty inside. " In the 
rambling shuffle of “Brothel Blues," he heckles 
a cover band demanding, “November Rain" 
and yells, “Jesus saves" at an aloof preacher, 
concluding, "The road to hell is paved with 
loudmouths just like me.” That's the other 
thing: Self-effacing Catholic guilt is a big part of 
Drexel Hill’s TheTressels, most notably showing 
through on the meditative “Don't Look Down." 
He’ll need that drink, as do Lenten Catholics 
the world across, to ease the tension. 

— John Vettose 




E CLASH BEGINS in 3D 



TANS 



Invites you and a guest 
to attend a 3D advance 
screening on 
Monday, March 29 
at a Philadelphia 
area theater 




EGG-STRAVAGANZA! 

EGGCELLENT! EGGCITING! 



FREE ENTRY AND PARKING! 



Sunday March 27th 1-3pm 
Sunday April 3rd 1-3pm 



Thousands of Eggs painted in the 
traditional European style 
at the 



SE Nicholas Eastern 
Orthodox Church. 




817 North 7th Street Philadelphia PA 19123 
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+WYE OAK 




► rock/ pop/f oik 
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Baltimore folk-pop duo Wye Oak knows when to get pretty and when to go full-on gorgeous. Jenn Wasner and Andy Stack made 
bold statements with 2008's If Children and 2009's The Knot — two albums adored for their resounding rock melodies and 
artful production decisions. The quiet stuff was alluring, the louder and rawer parts were ravishing. For their new EP, Afy 
Neighbor / My Creator (Merge ), they've turned the reins over to outside producers for the first time — Chris and Mickey 
Freeland ( of Oxes, among other rock projects) — and the result is something more layered and anxious, but not oven 
complicated. “Emmyk>u"is a flat-out rocker, and “I Hope You Die" is a wonderfully dark mini-opus Only the remix of 
“That I Do,” a spooky favorite from The Knot , is taken too far down the studio bunny hole, with reverb, wailing am- 
bient sirens and a ghastly hip-hop verse dropped on top. Baby, you don’t have to try so hard. — Patrick Rapa 

Sun., March 28, 9 p.m., $10, with Shearwater and Hospital Ships, Johnny Brenda k 1201 N. Frank ford Ave., 877-435-9849, 
jolmnyhrenda8.com. 



♦SUGAR TOWN 



► rock/pop/showcase 



Not remixes. Reinventions. For their new Rare But Serious Side Effects ( EarSnake), 
impossibly creative Philly dance duo Gemini Wolf told some friends to turn their 
songs inside-out. Adam Sparkles heard the quick-hit “I'll Take U” as a Gang 
Gang Dance gamelan hustle; “Wick Effect" becomes a glitchy, ambient 
expanse at the hands of William Fields Bilwa stretches out the heretofore 
broody “Stakeout Spy Van” to eight disco-funk tastic minutes. Equally 
deconstructionist is newcomer Attia Taylor (pictured), who joins 
GW on this month’s Sugar Tbwn bill. The Girls Rock Philly alum 
distills pop down to keyboard loops, hypnotic clicks and her 
honeyed, Mary Timony-esque vocals. —John Vettese 
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home and our new High-Speed 2go 4G service when you’re away, all for a great price. 
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FIVE SHOWS THAT 
RULED SXSW 2010 

Quasi ( March 18, Cheer Up Charlie's) ► This was a new look for 
the beloved Portland mainstays: bassist added. Rocks iehord deleted 
( SXSWs short sets favor simplicity). Wailing on his guitar and 
standing on his amp, Sam Coomes looked positively overjoyed to be 
rocking out in the open air. Janet Weiss, of course, killed it on drums. 

Superchunk (March 18, Cedar Street Courtyard) ► Word got 
tweeted around early that the secret special guest kicking off the 
Merge showcase was the label's flagship band. Yes. (Also: Duh.) 
Waiting to get in, I tried to explain to some She & Him fans who 
Superchunk is. They named their favorite Zooey Desclranel mov- 
ies. Inside, the Chunk schooled them in a tight set that started 
with “ThrowingThings" and ended with “Hyper Enough." 

Be st Coast ( March 1 9, Hub Krucial; March 20, Barbarella ) 

> Sleeper hit of the wee ken d? LA. singer-guitarist Bethany 
Cosentino's pretty, infectious garage rock drove the kids w ild. I 
caught two of the band's eight or 10 SXSW shows (I'm on vacation!), 
and even as her voice turned to gravel, we bought what she brought. 

Hole ( March 19, Dirty Dog Bar) > “Tmdoingthisforme.notfor 
you. If you like it, great. If you don’t, suck it.” Courtney Love’s never 
been the cleverest mouse in the maze, and she hasn't exactly been 
honing her chops over the last decade, but Miss World can still 
rock when she wants to. Apparently, for a couple days in Austin at 
least, she wanted to. Love hired some dudes, called them Hole and 




put on a few kinda-sorta comeback shows. In a club smaller than 
she’s played in forever, probably, Love and co. plowed through some 
new material, including a sloppy version of the new “Skinny Little 
Bitch,” and some old ones, like “Doll Parts," which, thanks to her 
smoked -out rasp, sounded appropriately gritty. Playing that song, 
she told us, was a selfless act, her only concession that sire wanted 
to please the crowd (whidi included both Matthew McConaughey 
and Nardw uar the Human Serviette ). The between-song banter 
was a laundry list of complaints, nutty declarations and a little bit 
of sad Botoxed lip service to Perez Hilton. So weird. Like it or suck 
it. Love remembers how put on a memorable rock show. 

Slow Club (March 20, Latitude 30) ► Cute-as-a-bug British folk- 
poppers Rebecca Taylor and Charles Watson sing heartfelt ditties 
about getting old and getting dead, but they play it with such goofy 
street-busker gusto you just don't dwell. A buoyant, bubbly way to 
say goodbye to Austin. —Patrick Rapa 

+Hcad more /see more from SXSW 2010 at eitypaper.net/criticalmass. 
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+ ONETRACKMIND 

► JJ “My Life’ 

It's hardly the most repre- 
sentative moment on JJ 
N 0 3— the downshifted 
sophomore outing (A/°f 

wasasingle)from these ‘ * 

often soph omorically inscrutable Swedes — but 
there’s something hauntingly resonant about 
this cover (ofa 2008singlebyTheGame)that 
makes it more than just a jokey album-open- 
ing WTF keeping us from the bllssy electronic 
Indie-popthat rounds outthe disc. Continuing 
with their Lil Wayne fascination (exhibit A the 
“Lollipop ’’-sampling /V°2standout “Ecstasy”), 

JJ strips Weezy's auto-tuned chorusdownto 
nothing but brooding piano and Elin Kastfender's 
laconic, reverbed dream of an alto, zeroing in 
on the bluesy pathos — and it’s legitimately 
chilling. Of course, in the final seconds, they 
just had to throw in atease of ATC’s circa-2000 
bubble-house hit “Around the World (La La La La 
La)’’ and trick usinto thinking it wasan impishly 
ironic bastard-pop gag all along. Spoilsports. 

— K. Ross Hoffman 

V 
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LIVELY ARTS SERIES 

SCIENCE CENTER THEATER PRESENTS 


MARY LOU 
WILLIAMS 
RESURGENCE 
PROJECT 

FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2010 8PM 
Celebrate Women's History Month and the 1 00th 
Anniversary of one of America's greatest jazz 
composers 1 

Composer and arranger for such greats as Duke 
Ellington and Benny Goodman, friend, mentor, and 
teacher to Thelonious Monk, Charlie Parker, and 


Mary Lou Williams 




(L’l 




Dizzy Gillespie, she is probably the most influential 
woman in the history of jazz. This tribute concert 
features an all-star big band, small ensemble, and 
chorus performing a selection of Ms. Williams 
compositions led by Artistic Director/Arranger/and 
Vibraphonist Cecilia Smith and assistant conductor 
Cecil Bridgewater along with featured soloist Amina 
Claudine Myers on piano. 


Cecilia Smith 
Mary Lou Williams Re 


urgence 



Made possible by a grant from the National Endowment for 
the Arts American Masterpieces Program 
For more Information and tickets 
Call : 215 641-6518 or go to www.mc3.edu/livelyarts 



340 DeKalb Pike (Route 202 and Morris Road) Blue Bell, PA 




ROCK N ROLL FANS OF EVERY GENDER AND 
GENERATION WiLL IDENTIFY WITH THIS! 



WMTEN SrEmrlsJoan Jett 
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105 blackjack, 

10 three card poker & 
61 single zero roulette 
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Thursday, March 25 

b street band 

bruce Springsteen tribute 

8pm & 1 0pm . 

Friday, March 26 
’ alter ego 1 7pm - 11 pm 
dj gabor 1.1 1 pm - 3am 

t Saturday, March 27 
alter ego 1 3pm - 7pm 
don’t call medrancis^ a 
7pm - 1 lprn^sJF 
dj tommy diz 1 1 1 pm r3am 
j. ■Car*- 

Sunday, March 28 

alter ego 1 4pm - 8pm 
dress code enforced. 
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“BY MILES THE BEST THRILLER I’VE SEEN THIS YEAR. 

RIVETING AND DARKLY FUNNY. 



Bong Joon-Ho is a brilliant filmmaker 
and dazzling crowd pleasec" 




citypaper.netcitypaper.net 
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+ NEW 

CHLOElB- 

See Cindy Fuchs’ review on p. 29. ( UARwerview ) 

CITY ISLAND | D 

As Raymond De Fel itta s camera wanders up to each mem- 
ber of theRizzo dan, each surreptitiously enjoying a ciga- 
rette out of eadi others' si gilt, we're reminded: Everyone in 
this family has a secret. This is isn’t the first time De Felitta 
has told us this — the film opens, in fact, with Vince Rizzo 
(Andy Garda) promising to reveal his "secret of secrets" 

— and it won't be the last City Island may be named for an 
incongruously quaint fishing village on the outskirts of the 
Bronx, but it unfolds with all the subtlety of a Bronx cheer. 
Vince, a prison guard, has always wanted to be Marlon 
Brando, but is too embarrassed by thedesire to tell his wife, 
Joyce (Julianna Margulies); he also, it turns out, has a son 
he abandoned as a baby. They're reunited when the now- 
24 -year-old Tbny (Steven Strait) gets locked up in Vince’s 
jail. Without explaining why, father arranges to bring son 
home to spend a bit of parole time with the family. Joyce, 
meanwhile, misinterprets Vince's sneaking off to acting 
class as evidence of an affair, and determines to avenge the 
betrayal by seducingTony. Their kids, with whom they com- 
municate via exasperating shouting matches around the 
dinner table, are a college student-turned-stripper and a 

an Oedipal comedy of errors predicated on a family's lack 
of communication, a level of misunderstanding unrealistic 
outside of the most contrived sitcom situations. — Shaun 
Brady (Ritzatthe Bourse) 

GREENBERG I A- 

See Shaun Brady's review onp.31. (Ritz East) 



HOTTUB TIME MACHINE I B- 

Best you can hope for from a movie like/fot Tub Time 
Machine is acting and direction good enough to prop up the 
ludicrous concept for an hour anda half, andthat the best 
lines weren't used in the trailer. Former BFF man-children 
— Adam (John Cusack), Nick (Craig Robinson) and Lou ( Rob 
Corddry) — get together after Lou's questionable suicide 
attempt and take a road trip to theol' ski resort. After a night 
ofboozing, they’re transported via the titular magic tub 
back in time to Winterfest '86, to relive/rewrite one fateful 
weekend. Tagging along is Adam's geeky nephew Jacob 
( Greek's Clark Duke), who has to keep his shit together 
after meeting his coked-out slut mom . Besides the continu- 
ity problems, HTTM falters most when it pursues actual 
st orvtelli ng < Lizzy Caplan as Cusack's love interest is a mere 
diversion, and Chevy Chaseis totally wasted as the mystical 
hot tub repairman) instead of just making silly BOs movie 
references and blowjob jokes. But it's all good silly fun when 
the plot is kept barebones simple. Everyone is smart enough 
not to take the proceedings too seriously, especially Corddry, 
who excels as the loser archetype ( as N ick puts it : "He's an 
asshole, but he's our asshole"). Yeah, a hot tub time machine 
is a ridiculous idea. So is a DeLorean time machine. — Molly 
Eichet (Read Molly EicheCs interview with Rob Corddry at 
citypaper.net /criticalmass.) ( UA Grant; UA Rivcrview) 

HOWTO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 

A haiku: Thanks dude but we know 
how to drain the ol' dragon. 

Oops. We read that wrong (Nat reviewed) ( UA Grant; UA 
Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

TERRIBLY HAPPY | B- 

In Henrik Ruben Ganz’s moody thriller, big-city cop Jacob 
Cedergen gets bounced to rural Denmark, a small town 






THE SURPRISE COMEDY OF THE SPRING. 

A PERFECT MIX OF HUMOR AND HEART!" 

-Ben Lyons, E! 




Andy Julianna Steven 

Garcia Margulies Strait 



vithAlan and Emily 

Arkin Mortimer 



AN EXHILARATING GIFT FOR MOVIEGOERS!" 

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 

PURE ENTERTAINMENT!" A CROWD-PLEASER!” 

-Pete Hammond, BACKSTAGE MAGAZINE -Leonard Maltin 

AN EXPERTLY WRITTEN JOYRIDE... 

SPEARHEADED BY ANDY GARCIA'S VIRTUOSO PERFORMANCE." 

-Ronnie Scheib, VARIETY 

"WHATEVER YOU DO, DO NOT MISS THIS FILM!" 



-Stuart Lee, WNYX-TV 




\'f WINNER 

ABSENCE AWAHO 

TRIBECA 



Citylsland 



Truth Is Stranger Than Family 

■oimninE 
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BJJOIMY www.cityislandmovie.com 
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EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 26 



LANDMARK THEATRES 

RITZ AT THE BOURSE 

Center City 215-925-7900 



DAILY: 1 :20, 3:40, 
6:30 & 9:35 



OR DISCOUNT 
COUPONS 
ACCEPTED 




movie shorts ] 



where secrets are interred in the local 
bog. The town's provincial dialect eats 
away at him. as does the life an un- 
controlled temper forced him to leave 
behind I serious shades ofNicholas 
Ray's On Dangerous Ground ), but his 
citified arrogance is worn down by the 
locals' insular and mysterious ways. 
In an attempt to atone for his past, he 
takes up the case of an abused woman 
( Lena Maria Christensen) whose hus- 
band ( Pusher's Kim Bodnia) doesn't 
take kindly to the interference — nor, 
as it turns out, does anyone else. Hie 

problems, and the law doesn’t enter 
into it Ganz cooks up a compelling 
paranoid mood, and the movie's liquid 
palette makes the whole town look 
as if it had just been pulled out ofthe 



+ CONTINUING 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND Ic- 
on paper.Tim Burton and Lewis 
Carroll's dassic texts shouldn't be this 
mismatched, but Burton doesn't take 
the time to breathe in all ofCarroU's 

Burtons's given all the tools that CGI 
allows and never lets us have a peek at 
what's over there just out ofsight. As 
a kids-geared. big-budget actioner, it 
works. But as an entry into an auteur's 
filmography it* s disappointing. — M.E. 




THEART OFTHE STEAL | Be 

The title reveals all you need to know 
about director Don Argott's take on 
the Barnes Foundation's move from 
Merion to the Parkway: The Art of 
the Steal is an art -world heist film, 
unfolding with enough gripping 



“REMARKABLE! THE WONDER 
OF THE FILM IS HOW GOOD 
IT MAKES US FEEL! 

Extremely entertaining. 'Greenberg' scintillates with 
intelligence and razor's-edge humor.” 

-JOt M0K6WJTEIW, THE WALL .STREET JOURNAL 



'VICKEDLY -HUMOROUS, FEbJ STILLER 
LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEER) ■HIM." 

-KRREM DIMM, ELLE 

“I LOVE T4IIS MOVIE. SEE IT," 



“Ani unexpected 6emi powerfully 

HONEST, INSI&HTFUL AND P0I6NANT!” 



-CLAUDIA PUI6, USA TODAY 




intrigue to make Barnes feel like 
Bourne. Dr. Barnes himself emerges 
as the curmudgeonly antihero, with 
a genuine and eccentric love of art 

ritation with Center City. Decidedly 
and righteouslyone-sided, Argott’s 
film is perhaps too dismissive of art 
institutions’ very real economic woes, 
but it’s hard to take the side of the 
self-satisfied Philadelphia elites, 
most of whom refused to participate. 
—S B. (Rite Five) 

THE GHOST WRITER I B- 
Clouded by, but completed before, 
Roman Polanski’s recent arrest, the 
transposition of Robert Harris’ novel 
is less intriguing for its protagonist, a 
journalist gamely played by Ewan Mc- 
Gregor, than for its central character, a 
former British prime minister f Pierce 

may contain bombshells worth killing 



to conceal. Pol anskf s work has been 
riddled with paranoia, although it's 
less intriguing when it turns out to be 
justified. The metaphysical creepi ness 
that underlies Polanskfs best filnisis 
nowhere to be found.— S. A (Rite Five) 

THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON 
TATTOO I B 

Based on the first bookofStieg 
Lars son’s Millennium Trilogy, Niels 
Arden Oplev's movie delivers a story 
full of intrigue and ugliness, in a man- 
ner that might best be called elegant. 
Financial journalist Mikael Blomkvist 
(Michael Nyqvist) is in need ofajob 
and some measure of redemption after 
he's convicted of libel And so he agrees 
to investigate the 40-year-old murder 
of one Harriet Vanger, wealthy, blond 
and apparently visibly frightened in 
the photos he digs up. Mikael is aided 
by bisexual computer hacker Lisbeth 
( Noomi Rapace), more or less charac- 



terized by her heavy eyeliner, black 
leatherandmultiplepiercing5.lt helps 
the investigation that she has a photo- 
graphic memory as well as an intuitive 
sense of who’s guilty, especially as the 
case turns up serial murders, Nazis 
and repressed obsessions, — Cindy 
Fuchs (R its Five) 

GREEN ZONE I B- 

Chief Warrant Officer Roy Miller 
(Matt Damon), jaded after coming up 
empty-handed WMD raids, begi ns 
questioning the true purpose of his 
presence, only to be rebuked for falling 
out of lockstep with The Mission. He 
decides to check up on the source on 
his own, and stirs up a hornet's nest 
of bureaucratic double-dealings. Hie 
movie is exhilarating as an action 
entry, but its leanings, however rep- 
resentativeof stateside opposition to 
the conflict they may be, are childishly 
oversimplified. Damon's Miller is not 
a soldier but an ideologue.— Drew 
Lazor ( Bridge ; fvarl; UA Grant; UA 

MOTHERI A- 

Bong Jcon-ho's A/oWicr plays tricks 
with a gritty policier, which also 
becomes a slapstick comedy, and both a 
melo- and psycho-drama without ever 
conceding its whodunit identity. The 
mystery of who killed the schoolgirl 
found draped overthe roof of an 
abandoned building ill a small village 
struggles for attention with another, 
perhaps deeper mystery: the relation- 
ship between the title character, played 
with an unsparing fierceness by- Kim 
Hye-Ja, and her Beatle-haired, men- 
tally disabled 27-year-old son,Do-joon 
(Won Bin ). Hie two mysteries soon be- 
come one. and reveal more about each 
other than could ever be gleaned by 
solving one on its own. Bong delights in 
finding opportunities for offbeat humor 



more often in discomfort t h a n laughter, 
albeit an endearing discomfort — S.B. 
IRilz at the Bourse) 

A PROPHET |B 

Set largely in a French cell block, 
JacquesAudiard'sA Prophet is less 
a film noir than gris, its scufted-up sur- 
faces suggesting a world where every- 
thing and everyone is just about spent . 
Malik el Djebena (Taliar Rahim ). a 
young Arab with no family, is slapped 
with a six-year term for a minor of- 
fense, and quickly becomes the latest 
tool in a conflict between the Corsican 
gangsters who control the prison and 
its large Muslim population. Although 
the movie stretches over more than 
two and a half hours and several years, 
it sticks to tile details and avoids 



‘ DELECTABLY WEIRD AND WICKEDLY ENTERTAINING. 
SO PROFICIENTLY CONSTRUCTED ON EVERY FRONT 
AND SO SKILLFULLY PUT TOGETHER THAT IT 
CAN’T HELP BUT TRIUMPH.”-san francisco examiner 

"A WITTY, EXPERTLY CONSTRUCTED 
PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER.”-the new york times 

“FEELS LIKE SOME OF THE GREAT THRILLERS OF 
THE 70S LIKE SAM PECKINPAH’S 
STRAW DOGS TO THE LIKES OF HITCHCOCK 
AND THE COEN BOTHERS." -cmmsoou.m 




ISTARTS FRIDAY 
MARCH 26 



LANDMARK THEATRES 

RITZ AT THE BOURSE 
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+ ALSO PLAYING 

BROOKLYN'S FINESTlc- 

UARiverview 

THE HURT LOCKER I A- 

Ritz at the Bourse 

THE LAST STATION I B- 

RitzFive 

REMEMBER ME ID. 

UARiverview 

SHUTTER ISLAND Ib 

UARiverview 

For movie lull reviews anil showtimes, 
go lo city paper, net/movles. 



mythologizing its hero; Audi ard has 
called it his “anti-Sca/jbce ." Anti- or 
no, however, A Prophet too closely 
follows the outlines of the up-from-the- 
st reels gangster movie to convincingly 
subvert it — SA. (Hite Five) 

REPO MEN 

Jude Law stars asRemy, an employee 
of a shadowy (aren't they all?)cor- 
poration called The Union that sells 
mechanical organs to transplant 
patients. Remy's job: When clients fail 
to pay their exorbitant bills, he repos- 
sesses the organs by sneaking up on 
the unfortunates, slicing them open 
and taking what’s his. But his wife 

unhappy with the moral implications 
of killing people for a living. To ap- 
pease her, Remy’s plan is to switch to 
sales, until his co-repo -er/BFF, Jake 
( Forest Whitaker), persuades him to 
take just .. . one . . . more . . . job. But 
a faulty defibrillator causes Remy to 
need a heart transplant of his own. 
With his robot ticker, Reray can't do 
his normal slicing and dicing without 
a freakout , and soon, he's up for repo 
himself So Remy goes on the run with 
the heavily transplanted Beth (Alice 
Braga) to thwart the system. Shot in 
cool tones. Repo M cn is highly styl- 
ized , but I ike Remy, it has no heart. 
There's little suspense: Remy is either 
repo-ingor wallowing. But it Repo 
Men is resuscitated by anything, it's 
the excellent soundtrack (coinciden- 
tally, director Miguel Sapochnik also 
directed the video for UNKLE's “Burn 
My Shadow," which he uses here to 
great effect) and the presence of Liev 
Schreiberas the (lber-slimy Frank, 
a Union salesman whose every 
word slides maliciously out ofhis 
mouth ,—M.E. (Pearl; UA Grant; UA 



THE RUNAWAYS I B- 

Best known for the perennially elec- 
trifying teenage girl-power rave up 
“Cherry Bomb, "The Runaways were 
a blip on the punk/hnrd rock radar 



during the late 70, more important 
for spawning the careers of Joan Jett 
and, to a lesser extent, Lita Ford than 
for their own output. Kristen Stewart 
marries her usual twitchiness to a bad- 
ass glare and snarl as Jett, but the film 
largely belongs to Dakota Fanni ng’ s 
Cherie Currie, the band's lead singer 
and major casualty Butmore often 
than not, the film is pulled out from 
under both of them by professional 
scene-stealer Michael Shannon as mad 
impresario Kim Fowley. For its first 
half-hour, as the band forms and finds 
its identity, director Floria Sigismondi 

energy. But once the girls hit the road 

Sigismondi surrenders to Behind the 
Music cliches. — SJi.(UARiverview) 

THE SECRET OF THE KELLS | B. 

Brendan (Evan McGuire) is a medieval 
boy monk-in-trainingat the Kilkenny 
abbey of Ke! Is headed up by his stern 
uncle, Abbot Cellach (Brendan Glee- 
son). He becomes fascinated by Aiden 
(MickLally).a famous manuscript illu- 
minator who was run out of his former 
home by invading Norsemen. When 
Aiden needs assistance in completing 
the holy Book of Kells, he calls upon the 
plucky kid, who ventures outside the 
abbey walls and into danger, only to be 
saved by Aiding ( Christen Mooney), 
a spri te-girl with long silver locks. 

The story feels a bit cluttered and 
compact, but the film's saving grace is 
its astounding animation. — M.E. (Rite 

SHE' S OUT OF MY LEAGU E|C+ 

The teasing, pop culture-referenc- 
ing repartee between Jay Baruchel 
and his groupof friends won’t seem 
unfamiliar to those who remember 
Baruchel in similar exchanges in 
Knocked Up. But instead of using 
the mismatched romance between 
Baruchel and Alice Eve as an excuse to 
explore guy-anxiety, the relationship 
is allowed to take center stage and 
plays out with a surprising sweetness. 
—SB. (Bridge; UA Grant; UA River- 
view; UA 69th St.) 

+ REPERTORY FILM 

Send repertory Film listings to 
nwlly.richehPcitypaper.net. 

THE BALCONY 

Trocadero Theater, 1003ArchSt., 
21S-922-UVE.thetroc.com. Ferris 
Bueller 's Day Off (1986, U.S., 103 
min.): If they’d played by the rules, 
they'd be in gym right now. Moa, 
March 29, 8 p.m., $3 goes toward a 
drink or snack. 





CHESTNUT HILL FILM GROUP 

8711 Germantown Ave., 215-248- 
0977.armcinema25.com. A Ma tier 
of Lite and Death (aka Stairway 
to Heaven) (1946, U.K., 104 min.): 
A.R. McElhinney closes out the senes 
for the season with this him about a 
pilot (David Niven) who cheats death 
but then must defend his right to 
keep living in heaven. Tue., March 23, 



7:30 p.m., free. 

CINEMA 16:9 

35 N. LansdowneAve.. Lansdowne, 
484-461-7676.cinemal69.com. Mine 
(2009,France/UK/U.S., 106 min.): 
Adoc about the relationship people 
have with their pets set against Hur- 
ricane Katrina. Through Thu, April 
1, 2, 7 and 9 pm.. $5-$7.50. 



COLONIAL THEATRE 

227 Bridge St.. Phoenixville. 610-917- 
1228. thecolonialtheatre.com. On the 
Waterfront! 1954, U.S., 108 min.): He 
co ul da been a contender. He coulda 
been somebody. Elia Kazan's on-the- 
docks masterpiece about former boxer 
Marlon Brando who stands up to the 
mob with the help of Karl Malden. 
Sun., March 28, 2 pm.. $4-$8. 



“YOUR ATTENDANCE IS OBVIOUSLY 

MANDATORY!;—. 




“...listen very carefully: 

IT. FREAKING. ROCKED.' 

THEWORLDSADDRESS.BLOGSPOT.COM 



“...too AWESOME to be denied...” 

PENTHOUSE 

‘SMART, sharp and unrepentantly irreverent.” 



TIME MACHINE 

JOHN ROB CRAIG CLARK «oCHEVY 

CUSACK CORDDRY ROBINSON DUKE CHASE 



FLICKERING LIGHT FILM SERIES 

Mount Airy Arts Garage, 542 Car- 
penter Lane. flickeringfilms.com. 

Children's Animation Shorts: The 

best of the Chi cago Children's Film 
Festival. Sat., March 27, 4 pin., free. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

Ibrahim Theater, 3701 Chestnut 
St.. 215-387-5125, ihousephilly.org. 
The Films of Kim Longlnotto 
A retrospective ofthe landmark 
documentarian’s work. Through Sat., 
March 27, various times, $5-$8. Veiled 
voices (2009, U.S., 59min. ): Follows 
three female Muslim leaders. Tue, 
March 30, 7 p.m., $5-$8. Cronlca 
D'una Mirada: Part VI:The End of 
the Tunnel focuses on the final years 
under Franco's regime. Wed., March 
31,7p.m.,$5-$8. 

LnTLETH EATER 

7141 GermantownAve.,215-247- 
3020, mtairyvideolibrary.com. GATE 
An astaci a Wi lde's doc on t he Leah 
Stein Dance Co.’s 2007 performance 



a* 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


•S 


S/31 Waking 


5 


Sleeping Beauty 




7:30pm 


5 


Priori .1 letu 7 kealrr 


s 


\n Psycho 




7 :.30pn> 




Priori Music Tiealn 




4/9- V 1 1 


> 




H 

LU 

o 

o 

CO 


SPRING 

PREVIEW 


4/2 1 Shadow of 
a Doubt 

7:30pm 


5 


Pimrr Mesie Tkiatn 


_i 


5/12 Alien 


Li. 

< 


7:30pm 

Pltort Mtrsir 7 hratrr 




X 


7:30pm 






_l 




LLI 


lStta Philadelphia 


n 


Film Festival 


< 


OiOn H 24, 2010 


_i 






SI0 SCI* to .Aonracn 




SS audml-sw a 




S6 PS MvtnM. Mtisboi 



movie shorts ] 



at Eastern State ftnitentiary.Thu.. 
March 25, 7 p.m.; Sun., March 28, 3 
pan.: S25-S35 (fundraiser with food 
and artists' reception), leahsteindance. 
org. Precious: Based on the Novel 
Push by Sapphire! 2009, U.S., 109 
min.): An obese, illiterate teen living 
in *80s Harlem and impregnated by 
her dad is sent to an alternative school 
where she learns the valueof herself 
Fri.-Sat., March 26-27, 8 p.m.: Sun., 
March 28, 7 p.m.; $6, includes popcorn. 

MUGSH0TS COFFEEHOUSE AND CAFt 

2100 FairmountAve., 267-514-7145, 
mugshotscoffeehouse.com. Annie 
(1982, US., 126 min.): The ginger 
orphan launches a million pitchy 
adaptations of“Tbmorrow."Fri., March 
26. 7 p.m., free Revolutionary Road 
(2008, U.K/U.S., 99 mia ): An adapta- 
tion ofRichard Yates’ novel. Moa, 
March 29, 7 p.m., free. Hoofc<1991, 
U.S., 144 min.): Peter ftan grows up. 
Wed., March 31, 7 p.m., free. 

PHILADELPHIA CITY 
INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

1905 Locust St., 215-685-6621. What 
Have I Done to Deserve This? 
(1984, Spaia 101 min.):Almod6var's 
homage to Italian neo-realism stars 
regular player Carmen Maura as the 
matriarch ofa dysfunctional family. 
Wed., March 31, 2 p.m., free. 

PHILADELPHIA FILM SOCIETY 

Prince Music Theater, 1412 Chestnut 
St., filmadelphia.org Waking Sleep- 
ing Beauty ( 2009, U.S., 86 min. ): 

Tells the story ofthe re-emergence of 
Disney as an animation powerhouse. 
Wed., March 31, 7:30 p.m„ *6-$10. 
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I BASED ON THE INTERNATIONAL BEST SELLER I 



i “★★★★ EXHILARATING!” 

StcrcnRra. THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 

THE GIRL WITH THE 

W DRAGON TATTOO 



MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text HOTTUB with Your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 
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Yourto-do list, no matter what you’re doing ] 



question ABOUT flash mobs: If these 
things can be so quickly organized by tweet and text 
to enact all levels of messiness and destruction with 
no ground zero and noeasy pointof origin, couldn't 
the same power be used to do good? Like specifi- 
callyfor me? Could they make runs to Paesano’sfor 
pork sandwiches, redo my deckor collectively chip 
in for that Jam suit with the two button front I love? 
Sayin’. ► Peek through the brown-paper-wrapped 
windows of Midtown IV (that's tfn e dive di ner at 201 3 
Chestnut with the backroom taproom that served 
dollar vodka drinks) and you 'll seeStephen Starr 
planting mots for that new Mexican restauianto' his 
Itold you about eonsago— El Rey. Booths are being 
torn out as we speak to make room for SoCal/Baja 
knickknackies. Look for an April/May opening with 
ex-Xochitl chef Dionicio Jimenez in on the spice. 
► Speaking of: When L&l isn't busy dogging poor 
tocalbais.they're shuttering valued bngtimeltallan 
Market entrepreneurs such as The Spice Comer 
for what the signage claims is not having quite the 
necessary licenses to mix spices. Mixing spices 
apparently meansyou'rea restaurant which clearly 
the lovely Spice Corner is not and never pretended 
to be. Diabolical. Visions of Dune pop in my head. 
Indeed.theclosing has been in effect since January 
and what we thought was temporary has gone on 
too long. I’ll talk to the Spice Corner owners In the 
online Icepack. ► Miss Rose. UP StephandBiack 
Landlord/sometime Technophobe keyboardist 
Louise LaTease have been cobbling together the 
sweet n' sexy burlesque troupe Bravissimo of late 
to get the hipster boys ’n' girls all hot ’n' bothered. 
Bravissimo go honking wild — now with couture 
garteis and pastiesfrom new Philly company Late 
B loomers that the girlie crew setis at gigs — with 
two shows at WineO March 27. ► Yeah, Bradley 
Cooperand Renee Zellweger hit Fifth Street’s 
Philadelphia Soundstages (he's readying for the 
Philly-filming Dart Fie/ds with Robert DeNiro and 
Abbie Cornish) and Andy Samberg was up in girl- 
friend Joanna Newsom's grill at her RrstUnitarian 
Church meeti ngs. Yet It was cooler for m e to spy the 
Balcony screening of Blood Into Wine , the hilarious 
Maynard Keenan-from-Tool doc where the singer 
becomes a vintner. Philly’s Tim & Eric appear, as 
does a G-Mart shirt worn by the bald Tool vocalist 
Remember, G-Mart’s honcho Steve Grasse shot 
vids for Maynard's A Perfect Circle. ► I told you 
cowpokesthat Philly producer/actor/directo is Nomi 
Macera and David Von Roehm had partnered with 
Willie James Nelson for a cinematic enterprise, 
LuckFilms.awhileago.Now V&ietysays the trio's 
readying to shoot Nelson-soundtracked films like 
The Dry Gulch Kid starring Willie in Philly. That’s 
almost as good as having DeNiro here. 

(, a_amorosi@cllypaper.nel ) 




[ filthy fun ) 

MUDDYWATERS 

Cult director and pop culture fanatic 
John Waters trashes Bryn Mawr College. 

By Shaun Brady 



AN EVENING WITH JOHN WATERS: THIS FILTHY WORLD 

Fri.. March 26, 8 p.m., $18, Good hart Hall, Bryn Mawr College, 101 N. 
Morion Ave., 610-526-5210, brynmawr.edu 

I t’s been a long six years since “The Pope of Trash” last unfurled 
one of his love letters to cultural deviants on the big screen 
<2004’s A Dirty Shame). But John Waters 
keeps busy with exhibitions of his artwork, 
books and CDs chronicling his obsessions and 
influences, acting parts and unloading wheel- 
barrows full of cash from the unlikely success 
ofthe Hairspray musical. He promises his one- 
man show, This Filthy World, contains “80 percent new material" 
since the 2006 film documenting it. 

City Paper. Ho w do you define filth? 

John Waters: Filth to me is joyous humorbased on subject mat- 
ter that you never condescend to, you look up to in wonderment, at 
extreme behavior that you yourself may not be capable of living. I've 
always been fascinated by people who think they're normal but are 
totally insane. Where with New York and bohemia and hipsters, they 



all think they're insane but I think they're actually very normal. 

CP: You grew up and maintain a home base in Baltimore, not far 
from here. Any favorite filth memories in Philly? 

JW: I'm fascinated by the MOVE people, and I’ve been to all their 
trials and I continue to follow their case with interest. I’ve met 
some of them. I have to respect their militancy; they never seemed i 

to break. I even have their album. > 

CP: You popularized tea-bagging with Pecker back in 1998, which i 
has given the Tea Party movement a hilariously filthy undertone. 0 
JW: Rachel Maddow showed the scene on MSNBC and said, “This, 3 
Republicans, is tea-bagging.” I was amazed they could show that j 

I've thought up three new sex acts in my show. Think ofthe Marquis m 

de Sade — to me, to have yourname become 
READ MORE with a sex act that lasts centuries That is fame. f 

JOHN WATERS AT » 

CiTYPAPER.NET/ * 

AGENDA. CP: How can you shock people today? “ 

JWS Shock doesn’t work. Tbday you have to j. 
startle people with wit and do something that gels on the nerves of 2 

the coolest people five years older. You have to get on the nerves of the ” 
coolest people that just had success. That’s how you change things. 

CP: Do you have to be young to do that? q 

JWft Young helps, because young has rage. I’ve said a mill ion 5 

times that a furious 20-year-old is sexy and a furious 60-year-old > 

is a big asshole. You can be angry till you're 20, you can be pissed J 

at your parents till you're 30, after that, shut up. * 

(s_brady@citypaper.net) _ 
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KESWICKTHEATRE 

EASTON RD & KESWICK AVE • GLENSIDE (PHILA), PA 









ECHO 

& THE BUNNYMEN 

with 



APR 25 wxpn| 



radrigo y gab riela 
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SSL APR 28 W) 



STORM CARBON LEAF 



“ THREE LEES 

FUltUE 

NEKO CASE m KELLY HOGAN 

+ Mimicking Birds 

;pn APR 20 



KeswickTheatre.com • 215-572-7650 • Ticketmaster.com 



g 



9* 






green 

°expo 



sponsored by 

®CBSstotons n ®3c£U 



Learn Green, Buy Green, 
Live Green! 



Philadelphia’s Premier Eco-Friendly Event 



April 16-18 • Greater Philadelphia Expo Center 

100 Station Avenue • Oaks, PA 



Over 200 booths & eco-exhibits 

Home & Building • Hybrid Cars • Health t Beauty 
Nutrition & Wellness • Eco-Fashion • Baby & Pet Products 
Organic Food • Learning Seminars & more! 



Clipper Sg&t*! f&seps sbri 



For exhibit space contact Bradford Rand: 
212.655.4505 x223 or BRand@GoGreenExpo.com 
For details visit: 
www.GoGreenExpo.com 



$5 tickets! 

(normally $10) 

Use code: CITYPAPER 
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the agenda; 




+ COMEDY 

MALCOLM HILL’S HILL-ARI- 
OUS SATURDAYS This comedian 

basemen! , so he's doing "big I hings" 
lhal “big money."See whal oil the 

evcnL Every Last Sat,9pm-2am, 
$15, Club Damani,63S X. 66th St-, 

NEXT TO THE MIC with Law- 
rence KiDcbrew. Hadiyah Robinson, 
Derek Games. Richie Redding Fri. 
Mar. 26, 10:46pm. $15, Luff House. 
221 South St.. 2 15-140-42-12. 
STEVE BYRNE The half-Korean, 



English language; but his best bits 
involve his affinity farmacV cheese 
and Bruce Lee’s ways ofloving. 
Wed-Thu.Mar.31-Apr. 1, 8pm. ; Fri, 
Apr. 2. 10:30 & 10:32pm. : Sat. Apr. 

3, 8 & 10:30pm, $ 10-$30, Helium 
Comedy Club, 2031 Sansom St., 
215-496-9001. 



+ EVENTS/ 
FESTIVALS 



ET’S SOCIETY PERFORMANCE 
SERIES See a variety of performers 

Thu. 68pm,$7.Universilyof Penn- 
sylvania Bookstore. 3601 Walnut 
St.. 215-898-7595. 

LIVE AT THE WRITERS HOUSE 
FEATURES MIGHTY WRITERS! 

Locust Walk. 2 1 5-746-7636. 

PASSPORT DAY U.S.A Con- 
fused about passports? Attend to 
learn everything you need to know 

effort. Every Sat,9am-2pm, FREE 
Philadelphia Rissport Agency, 200 
Chestnut St, 877-487-2778. 

ROCK THE RIBBON This black- 
tie gala benefits breast cancer pa- 
tients. Featuring music by Brothers 
RtsL Sot. Mar. 27, 5pm, $125-$135, 
Regal Ballroom. 544 1 Oxford Avr . 



ROAD MAP TO FINANCIAL AID 

get money for college, to 511 out 
financial aid forms, wri to essays 
and mare. Sat, Mar, 27, 10am-2pm, 
FREE. High School of the Future. 
4021 Parksido Avenue, 215-823- 



SINGING CITY ANNUAL BEN- 
EFIT This annual benefit for Singing 
City features o wine tasting, on 
auction and live music. Sun. Mar, 28, 
4- 7pm, $35-$50, Cira Centre. 2929 
Arch St, 877-255- 1361. 



+ GALLERIES 




CERULEAN ARTS. 1355 Ridge 

Avo.. 267-5 14-8617. INTERSEC- 
TION. Fbatures the print workof 
Erin Castellan. Usn Marie Ham- 
ilton, .511 Parisi and Rita Reisser. 

F LEI SH ER/OLL MAN GALLERY. 

1616 Walnut St, 215-545-7562. 
SHAKER LECEND-TRIP : OPEN- 
ING RECEPTION, Features instal- 
lation pieces by Paul Swenbach. 

L Opening reception Thu. Apr. 1. 
6-8pm T . YIJN NANaSOUTHERN 
CLOUDS : OPENING RECEP- 
TION, Features ceramics by Mei 
Ling-Hom.TheflulTy-looking pieces 
ore inspired by clouds and their 
movement. Runs through May. 



GALLERIES AT MOORE COL- 
LEGE OF ART & DESIGN. 20th 
St .& Be n Franklin Ihrkway. 
215-965-4027. EARTH MATTERS: 
THE 2010 NCECA INVITATIONAL 
EXHIBITION : OPENING RECEP- 







pieces. Runs through Apr. 1 1 . Open- 
ing reception Thu, Apr. 1. 7-9pm Y 



JAMES OLIVER GALLERY. 

723 Chestnut St . 215-923-1242. 
ATOMOSPHERE : OPENING RE- 
CEPTION. Features ceramic works 

donSot.Mar. 27,6-9pm T. 



LGTRIPP GALLERY, 47-49N, 
2nd St, 216-923-31 10. PREMIERE 
: OPENING RECEPTION. Features 







NEXUS/FOUNDATION. 1400 N. 
American St, 2 15-684-1916. SEC- 
OND OPENING, Features invited 
artists who ploy with the realms 






ROOTEDWTOIX-BOOK BOMBS 



Runs through Mar. 26. 

SCHMDT-OEAN GALLERY. 

MASTER PRINTS : OPENING 




shoppingspree 

By Felicia O' Ambrosio 




► FABRIC HORSE MOVES 

Carrie Collins, owner and designer of 
bicycle-centric accessories line Fabrtc 
Horse, will move her retail and production 
space out of NoLibs' Piazza atSchmidte at 
the end of the month.The more, executed 
just as the retail climate warms with the 
weather, was not her Idea. “I signed a 
license agreement [with property devel- 
opers Tower Investments) for two years." says Collins. "By the terms of die 
licensing agreement, either party could cancel it at any timewith 30 days’ 
notice. They said they had found an upscale boutique willing to pay three 
times my current rent ” 

Tower Investments — who did not return requests for comment — Is 
exercising Its right to relocate Fabric Horse to a retail space on the outside of 
the Piazza facing German towi Avenue. "My rent would remain the same " 
says Collins, "but the space they want to relocate me to Is half the size 
[600 square feet vs. 300]." Collins, who constructs her utility belts, spats 
and backpacks with one employee In the store, is opting Instead to move 
in with her former employer R E. Load (31 0 N. 1 1th St.), who handmake 
bicycle messenger bags. Customers may ring the outside bell to be buzzed 
up Into the second floor of the RELoad/Fabric H orse showroom, or make an 
appointment If they wish. 

"When lie Piazza opened, Tower Sopped die rents really bw to bring in artiste 
and small businesses," says Collins. "They wanted to create young energy. A 
yeargoes by, and Iheyre shopping for somebody who can bring in more money. 
They are looking for different kinds of businesses. " 

(lelicia. dambroslo@citypaper.netl 



• DR. DOG 

s* 

^ THUR, MAY 13 AT 8:30PM 



Hate an ivarrang stopping t 



' letngsClcltfpapei.net 



and beyond. Runs through Apr. 24. 
Opening reception Sot, Mar. 27 , 
5:30-8:30pm T RANDY BOLTON: 
NEW PRINTS : OPENING RECEP- 
TION. Features bold-color ed prints 







T . WORK ON PAPER : OPENING 
RECEFTION. Features painting 
by DeanDass. Dreamy colors are a 
focal point. Runs through Apr. 24. 
Opening reception Sat . Mar. 27 . 

5; 30-8 :30pm T 

THE UNIVERSITY OFTHE ARTS. 

320 S. Broad SL, GRAY WHALES 
PHILADELPHIA : PUBLIC CLAY 
MOVING, Features an interactive, 
large-scale installation piece by 
Shay Church. The public is invited 
to helpChurrh mow day ton perfar- 

hcwiD mn struct a giant gray whale 



+ LGBTQ 

DANSE « THE CURE Dance troop 
Danse-INia Repertory Ensemble 
hosts this 1 11V/AIDS benefit that 



215-336-3600. 

GET ORGANIZED! Profes- 
sionalorgnnixorBobSkiba teaches 
individuals how toclean up the junk 

7-8 :30pm. $40-$75.Williom Way- 
Community Center, 1315Spruce St, 



LGST HEALTH TOWN HALL 
MEETINGThc US. Census sponsors 
this LGBTQ health-related lecture 
event. Wed, Mar.31,5-6pm.Drexel 
University.GcaryAuditorium. 15th 
& Vine sts, , 2 15-895-2000. 

PHILADVENTURES: WET YOUR 
APPETITE FOR SPRING This 

out the hottest BYOBs, bars and bou- 
tiques any card -toting queer wou Id 
low. Thu. Mar. 25. 6-7:30pm. FREE. 
William Way Community Center, 

13 16 Spruce St, 2 16-732-2220. 

PHILADELPHIA LIBERTY 
DANCE CHALLENGE Tunc upthat 



ELECTRIC@FACTORY 




griapple (ecrQa ((fjp 



ELECTRIC FACTORY BOX OFFICE. (MON-SAT. N00N-6PM, NO 
SERVICE FEE FOR CASH PURCHASES) TICRETMASTER.COM. 
ti cketmafter OUTLETS OR BY PHONE 1-800-745-3000. 





Drive-By Truckers 

Saturday, April 3 at 8pm 

Cinderella 
Friday, April 9 at 8:30pm 

Badf ish (* 



(a tribute to SUBLIME) 



Friday, April 16 at 8:30pm Crtntate 



AOgi 

Sat, May 1 at 8:30pm 



ol Bordello 



Jonsi 

May 3 at 8pm 



Angels & Airwaves 

Friday, May 7 at 8:30pm 





A SELECTIVE GUIDE TO WHAT BANGS IN PHILLY. BY GAIR MARKING, 




nights 



W Weekly 
M Monthly 
1 One-off 
N/C No Charge 

* Breaks 

* Downtempo 



& Drum 'n' Bass 
Dubstep/Garage 

# Electro 

* Experimental 
% Funk/Soul 

O Goth/Industrial 



* Hip-hop 
■M- House 

• Latin 

ic Progressive 
House 

tk Reggae 



fc Rock/Pop 
© Techno 
N Top 40 

Hip-hop/ R&B 
® Trance 
• World 



1919 E. Passyunk Ave.,215-551-2243 



15 th &Parnah streets, 2 15-765-2702 
951F^kford Avo., 215-423-8342 
4812 Baltimore Ave. 



613 S. 4th St.. 215-629-0565 




15 W. Girard Ave., 215-739-5577 




27 S. 21st 8^215-557-1981 



1050 N Hancock St , 215-964-9009 



120 Chestnut St 



435 Spring Garden St. 215-592-8838 



56 S. Second St,. 215-238-5888 



1221 St Jomea St.. 215-735-5772 



THU, MARCH 25. 

ROOTS ROCK REGGAE M t 

© P.Y.T. w/Kenny Meex and friends. 

caflforprico 

FRI, MARCH 26. 



BANANA CUPS 1 * k » • O * S 



©Adobe Cafe w/Sammy Slico, Cool 
Hand Luke. Vice Magaxine and Colt 
45 bring the dance party action and 
give you free malt liquor to get it 

GET BENT M * #»*1< 40S @ 

Medusa Lounge w/Cobra Krames, 
BotllcaxeBabv, Hoagie Jawna. Party 




subdivision M 4 « ©The 

Khyber (upstairs) w/HX, Siyoung. 

/all can bang ya head real good in 
Old City, call for price. 

HEADGAMES 1 * © Fluid 
w/Jesse Merlin. Chris Patrick, Jose 
Ortix. DZA. Bryon Stout, Willyura. 

the city’s finest. S5 . 



DROPPIN' SCIENCE 

Arts Garage w/Will Miles, No Love, 
Miss Behave, Smokey & Rebuild, 
Contact High, MC IQ. Ixia New 
Junglist Massive continues their 



FRICTION FRIDAY 1 4 • ;• 4»?@ 



Mar Bar w/Ben Aresenal. Subsector, 
Mjollinir. Sophie, Nate Dark. EMP 
presents this night with a variety of 
EDM sound and an open bar from 



ELECTRIC BUTTER M » • * V 

©P.Y.T. w/DJ Psh, Scant Fly music 
and si ippery fun , call for price. 

CST ENTERTAINMENT 1 k * V 
© Rain Lounge w/DJ Thommy Live, 
Instrumental Phunk. 27 Plus and 
Generation X hits ya with two floors 
of music and drink specials, $10. 




+ STILETTOS: A 
NIGHT OF DIVAS 




rl Michaels, Lee Jones, m 





pin’ out them house sounds and 



SAT, MARCH 27. 

SAFAR1 1 *«»»*» <p) Barhary 

Bodyshinc. Three floors! Mad DJs 
playin hotness, mad party pcoplo 



M Room w/Emynd. Bo Blir. The 
throwback party that doesn’t stop! 
The people gel it from 215hiphop. 
com and Crossfaded Bacon, $7. 

STEPPIN’ OUT M * * ©KungFu 
Necktie w/DJ Dirty, Shawn Ryan A 

and snowed cocaine, call for price. 



MON, MARCH. 29. 



MONDAYS AT ELENA’S Ike 

Y @ Elena’s Soul w/DJ Apt One, 
DJJJC. New jump off with nice 
vibes, call for price. 



[citpiMnel 



CITYPAPER.NET FOR 
EXTENDED OLUB LISTINGS 
MIT CITYPAPER, NET /D JN GHTS. 



wor/c/ Ctfe LfVe 



JACK INGRAM 



ACOUSTIC SHOW | SUNDAY, M/ 



IVAN NEVILLE'S DUMPSTAPHUNK 
REBIRTH BRASS BAND 

\ The Holmes Brothers 



I NeedToBreathe 



Tao Rodriguez-Seeger 
Paper Bird 

WITH MARC SHYER WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 | 730PM 



Mutlu & Zach Deputy 

I WITH CARSIE 81 ANTON | FRIDAY. APRIt la SPM | 

Colin Hay 

\ 



Sean Hsyes Belgian Bierfeesten 



worldcafelive.com | twitter.com/worldcafelive 

3025 WALNUT ST. | 215.222.1400 | FREE PARKING 




BEST SHOP FOR LOCAL PRODUCE? 
FAVORITE PLACE TO GET A CHEESESTEAK? 
BEST BYOB RESTAURANT IN THE CITY? 



YOUR QUESTIONS. YOUR ANSWERS. YOUR CITY. 




adelphia. 



ASKADELPHIA.COM 




